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NOVEMBER MEETING, 1901. 

The stated meeting was held on Thursday, the 14th instant, 
at three o'clock, p. M. ; the President in the chair. 

The record of tlie October meeting was read ; and the 
Librarian read the list of donors to the Library during the 
last month. 

On motion of the Treasurer it was 

Voted, That the Income of the Massachusetts Historical 
Trust Fund for the current year be appropriated toward the 
publication of the Society's Collections. 

Mr. Henry W. Haynes was appointed to represent the 
Society at the next session of the Congrds des Am^ricanistes, 
to be held in the city of New York in October, 1902. 

Professor William J. Ashley, of Birmingham, England, was 
elected a Corresponding Member. 

Mr. James Ford Rhodes read the following paper : — 

Who Burned Columbia? 

The story goes that when General Sherman lived in New 
York City, which was during the last five years of his life, one 
night at a dinner-party when he and an ex-Confederate gen- 
eral who had fought against him in the Southwest were the 
chief guests, an Englishman present, not actuated by malice 
but blundering through ignorance, asked innocently who 
burned Columbia ? Had bomb-shells struck the tents of these 
generals during the war, they would not have caused half the 
sensation to them tliat did this question put with the laudable 
desire of information. The emphatic language of Sherman 
interlarded with the oaths he uttered spontaneously, the bit- 
ter charges of the Confederate, the pounding of the table, the 
dancing of the glasses, told the Englishman that the bloody 
chasm had not been entirely filled. With a little variation 
and with some figurative meaning, he might have used the 
words of lago : " Friends all but now, even now in peace ; and 
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then but now as if some planet had outwitted men, tilting at 
one another's breast in opposition. I cannot speak any begin- 
ning to this peevish odds." 

But the question which disturbed the New York dinner- 
party is a delight to the historian. Nothing can equal the 
pleasure he has in going through the mass of evidence, feeling 
that history is the best known where there are the most docu- 
ments, and if he be of Northern birth he ought to approach the 
subject with absolute candor. Of a Southerner who had him- 
self lost property or whose parents had lost property through 
Sherman's campaign of invasion, it would be asking too much 
to expect him to consider this subject in a judicial spirit. 
Even Trent, a moderate and impartial Southern writer whose 
tone is a lesson to us all, writes " of the much vexed question 
Who burned Columbia ? " : " It is hard to read Simms's stir- 
ring pages without coming to the conclusion that the sack of 
Columbia is one of the greatest crimes ever perpetrated by 
the troops of a civilized country," 

Sherman, with his army of 60,000, left Savannah Februaiy 1, 
1865, and reached the neighborhood of Columbia February 16. 
The next day Columbia was evacuated by the Confederates, 
occupied by troops of the Fifteenth Corps of the Federal army, 
and by the morning of the 18th either three-fifths or two-thirds 
of the town lay in ashes. The facts contained in these two 
sentences are almost the only ones undisputed. We shall con- 
sider this episode most curiously if we take first Sherman's 
account, then Wade Hampton's, ending with what I conceive 
to be a true relation. 

The city was surrendered by the mayor and three aldermen 
to Colonel George A. Stone at the head of his brigade. Soon 
afterwards Sherman and Howard, the commander of the right 
wing of the army, rode into the city ; they observed piles of 
cotton burning and Union soldiers and citizens working to 
extinguish the fire, which was partially subdued. Let Sher- 
man speak for himself in the first account that he wrote, which 
was his report of April 4, 1865. " Before one single public 
building had been fired by order," Sherman wrote, " the smoul- 
dering fires [cotton] set by Hampton's order were rekindled 
by the wind, and communicated to the buildings around. 
[Wade Hampton commanded the Confederate cavalry.] 
About dark they began to spread, and got beyond the control 

34 
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of the brigade on duty within the city. The whole of Woods' 
division was brought in, but it was found Impossible to check 
the flames, which, by midnight, had become unmanageable, 
and raged until about 4 A. M., when the wind subsiding they 
were got under control. I was up nearly all night, and saw 
Generals Howard, Logan, Woods, and others, laboring to save 
houses and protect families thus suddenly deprived of shelter, 
and even of bedding and wearing apparel. I disclaim on the 
part of my army any agency in this fire, but, on the contrary, 
claim that we saved what of Columbia remains unconsumed. 
And without hesitation I charge Genei-al Wade Hampton 
with having burned his own city of Columbia, not with a 
malicious intent or as the manifestation of a silly ' Roman 
stoicism,' but from folly, and want of sense, in filling it with 
lint, cotton, and tinder. Our ofiicers and men on duty worked 
well to extinguish the flames ; but others not on duty, includ- 
ing the officers who had long been imprisoned there rescued 
by us, may have assisted in spreading the fire after it had once 
begun, and may have indulged in unconcealed joy to see the 
ruin of the capital of South Carolina." Howard, in his report, 
with some modification agrees with his chief, and the account 
in " The March to the Sea " of General Cox, whose experience 
and training fitted him well to weigh the evidence, gives at least 
a partial confirmation to Sherman's theory of the origin of the 
fire. I have not, however, discovered sufficient evidence to 
support the assertion of Sherman that Wade Hampton ordered 
the cotton in the streets of Columbia to be burned. Nor do 
I believe Sherman knew a single fact on which he might base 
so positive a statement.^ It had generallj' been the custom 
for the Confederates in their retreat to burn cotton to prevent 
it falling into the hands of the invading army, and because 
such was the general rule Sherman assumed that it had been 
applied in this particular case. This assumption suited his 
interest, as he sought a victim to whom he might charge the 
burning of Columbia. His statement in his Memoirs, pub- 
lished in 1875, is a delicious bit of historical naivete. " In 
my official report of this conflagration," he wrote, " I dis- 

i In a letter presented to the Senate of the United States (some while before 
April 21, 1866) Sherman said : " I saw in your Columbia newspaper the printed 
order of Gen. Wade Hampton that on the approach of the Yankee army all the 
cotton should be burned." (South Hist. See. Papers, vol. vii. p. 156.) 
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tinctly charged it to General Wade Hampton, and confess I 
did so pointedly, to shake the faith of his people in him, for 
he was in my opinion boastful and professed to be the special 
champion of South Carolina." Instead of Hampton giving 
an order to burn the cotton, I am satisfied that he urged 
Beauregard, the general in command, to issue an order that this 
cotton should not be burned, lest the fire might spread to the 
shops and houses, which for the most part were built of wood, 
and I am further satisfied that such an order was given. Un- 
fortunately the evidence for this is not contemporary. No 
such order is printed in the official Records, and I am advised 
from the War Department that no such order has been found. 
The nearest evidence to the time which I have discovered is 
a letter of Wade Hampton of April 21, 1866, and one of 
Beauregard of May 2, 1866. Since these dates there is an 
abundance of evidence, some of it sworn testimony, and while 
it is mixed up with inaccurate statements on another point, 
and all of it is of the nature of recollections, I cannot resist the 
conclusion that Beauregard and Hampton gave such an order. 
It was unquestionably the wise thing to do. There was ab- 
solutely no object in burning the cotton, as the Federal troops 
could not carry it with them and could not ship it to any sea- 
port which was under Union control. An order of Beaure- 
gard issued two days after the burning of Columbia and printed 
in the Official Records shows that the policy of burning cotton 
to keep it out of the hands of Sherman's army had been aban- 
doned. Sherman's charge, then, that Wade Hampton burned 
Columbia, falls to the ground. The other part of his account, 
in which he maintained that the fire spread to the buildings 
from the smouldering cotton rekindled by the wind, which 
blew a gale, deserves more respect. His report saying that 
he saw cotton afire in the streets was written April 4, 1865, 
and Howard's in which the same fact is stated was written 
April 1, very soon after the event, when their recollection 
would be fresh. All of the Southern evidence (except one 
most important of all) is to the effect that no cotton was burn- 
ing until after the Federal troops entered the city. Many 
Southerners in their testimony before the British and Ameri- 
can Mixed Commission under examination and cross-examina- 
tion swear to this ; and Wade Hampton swears that he was 
one of the last Confederates to leave the city, and that wheu 
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he left no cotton was afire and he knew that it "was not fired 
by his men. But this testimony was taken in 1872 and 1873, 
and may be balanced by the sworn testimony of Sherman, 
Howard, and other Union officers before the same commission 
in 1872. The weight of the evidence already referred to would 
seem to me to show that cotton was afire when the Federal 
troops entered Columbia, but a contemporary statement of a 
Confederate officer puts it beyond doubt. Major Chambliss, 
who was endeavoring to secure the means of transportation 
for the Confederate ordnance and ordnance stores, wrote, in a 
letter of February 20, that at three o'clock on the morning of 
February 17, which was a number of hours before the Union 
soldiers entered Columbia, " the city was illuminated with 
burning cotton." But it does not nevertheless follow that 
the burning cotton in the streets of Columbia was the cause 
of the fire which destroyed the city. When we come to the 
true relation, we shall see that the preponderance of the 
evidence points to another cause. 

February 27, ten days after the fire, Wade Hampton, in a 
letter to Sherman, charged him with having permitted the 
burning of Columbia if he did not order it directly ; and this 
has been iterated later by many Southern writers. The 
correspondence between Halleck and Sherman is cited to 
show premeditation on the part of the general. " Should you 
capture Charleston," wrote Halleck, December 18, 1864, " I 
hope that by some accident the place may be destroyed, and 
if a little salt should be sown upon the site it may prevent 
the growth of future crops of nullification and secession." 
Sherman thus replied six days later : " I will bear in mind 
your hint as to Charleston, and don't think salt will be 
necessary. When I move, the Fifteenth Corps will be on 
the right of the Right Wing, and their position will bring 
them naturally into Charleston first; and if you have watched 
the history of that corps you will have remarked that they 
generally do their work up pretty well. The truth is, the 
whole army is burning with an insatiable desire to wreak 
vengeance on South Carolina. I almost tremble at her fate, 
but feel that she deserves all that seems in store for her. . . . 
I look upon Columbia as quite as bad as Charleston." The 
evidence from many points of view corroborating this state- 
ment of the feeling of the army towards South Carolina is 
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ample. The rank and file of Sherman's army were men of 
some education and intelligence ; they were accustomed to 
discuss public matters, weigh reasons, and draw conclusions. 
They thought that South Carolina had brought on the civil 
war, was responsible for the cost and bloodshed of it, and no 
punishment for her could be too severe. That was likewise 
the sentiment of the officers. A characteristic expression of 
the feeling may be found in a home letter of Colonel Charles 
F. Morse of the Second Massachusetts, who speaks of the 
" miserable, rebellious State of South Carolina." " Pity for 
these inhabitants," he further writes, " I have none. In the 
first place, they are rebels, and I am almost prepared to agree 
with Sherman that a rebel has no rights, not even the right 
to live except by our permission." It is no wonder, then, that 
Southern writers, smarting at the loss caused by Sherman's 
campaign of invasion, should believe that Sherman connived 
at the destruction of Columbia. But they are wrong in that 
belief. The general's actions were not as bad as his words. 
Before his troops made their entrance he issued this order : 
" General Howard will . . . occupy Columbia, destroy the 
public buildings, railroad property, manufacturing and ma- 
chine shops, but will spare libraries and asylums and private 
dwellings." That Sherman was entirely sincere when he 
gave this order, and that his general ofScers endeavored to 
carry it out cannot be questioned. A statement which he 
made under oath in 1872 indicates that he did not connive 
at the destruction of Columbia. " If I had made up my mind 
. to burn Columbia," he declared, " I would have burnt it 
with no more feeling than I would a common prairie dog 
village ; but I did not do it." Other words of his exhibit 
without disguise his feelings in regard to the occurrence 
which the South has regarded as a piece of wanton mischief. 
" The ulterior and strategic advantages of the occupation of 
Columbia are seen now clearly by the result," said Sherman 
under oath. " The burning of the private dwellings, though 
never designed by me, was a trifling matter compared with the 
manifold results that soon followed. Though I never ordered 
it and never wished it, I have never shed many tears over the 
event, because I believe it hastened what we all fought for, 
the end of the war." It is true that he feared previous to 
their entry the burning of Columbia by his soldiers, owing 
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to their " deep-seated feeling of hostility " to the town, but no 
general of such an army during such a campaign of invasion 
would have refused them the permission to occupy the capital 
city of South Carolina. " I could have had them stay in the 
ranks," he declared, "but I would not have done it under 
the circumstances to save Columbia." Historical and legal 
canons for weighing evidence are not the same. It is a 
satisfaction, however, when after the investigation of any 
case they lead to the same decision. The members of the 
British and American Mixed Commission (an Englishman, 
an American, and the Italian Minister at Washington) having 
to adjudicate on claims for "property alleged to have been 
destroyed by the burning of Columbia, on the allegation that 
that city was wantonly fired by the army of General Sherman 
either under his orders or with his consent and permission," 
disallowed all the claims, " all the commissioners agreeing." 
While they were not called upon to deliver a formal opinion 
in the case, the American agent was advised " that the com- 
missioners were unanimous in the conclusion that the con- 
flagration which destroyed Columbia was not to be ascribed 
to either the intention or default of either the Federal or 
Confederate officers." 

Recapitulating then what I think I have established : Sher- 
man's account and that of the Union writers who follow him 
cannot be accepted as history. Neither is the version of Wade 
Hampton and the Southern writers worthy of credence. Let 
me now give the true relation. My authorities are the con- 
temporary accounts of six Federal officers, whose names will 
appear when the evidence is presented in detail ; the report 
of Major Chambliss of the Confederate Army ; " The Sack 
and Destruction of Columbia," a series of articles in the 
" Columbia Phoenix," written by William Gilmore Simms and 
printed a little over a month after the event; and a letter 
written from Charlotte, February 22, to the "Richmond 
Whig " by F. G. de F., who remained in Columbia until the 
day before the entrance of the Union troops. 

Two days before the entrance of the Federal troops Colum- 
bia was placed under martial law, but this did not prevent 
some riotous conduct after night and a number of highway 
robberies ; stores were also broken into and robbed. There 
were disorder and confusion in the preparations of the inhab- 
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itants for flight ; it was a frantic attempt to get themselTes 
and tlieir portable belongings away before the enemy should 
enter the city. " A party of Wheeler's Cavalry," wrote this 
correspondent of the " Richmond Whig," " accompanied by 
their officers dashed into town [February 16], tied their 
horses, and as systematically as if they had been bred to the 
business, proceeded to break into the stores along Main Street 
and rob them of their contents." Early in the morning 
of the 17th, the South Carolina railroad depot took fire 
through the reckless operations of a band of greedy plun- 
derers, who engaged in robbing "the stores of merchants 
and planters, trunks of treasure, wares and goods of fugitives," 
sent there awaiting shipment, fired, by the careless use of 
their lights, a train leading to a number of kegs of powder ; 
the explosion which followed killed many of the thieves and 
set fire to the building. Major Chambliss, who was endeavor- 
ing to secure the means of transportation for the Confederate 
ordnance and ordnance stores, wrote : " The straggling cavalry 
and rabble were stripping the warehouses and railroad depots. 
The city was in the wildest terror." 

When the Union soldiers of Colonel Stone's brigade entered 
the city, they were at once supplied by citizens and negroes 
with large quantities of intoxicating liquor, brought to them 
in cups, bottles, demijohns, and buckets. Many had been 
without supper, and all of them without sleep, the night 
before, and none had eaten breakfast that morning. They 
were soon drunk, excited, and unmanageable. The stragglers 
and " bummers," who had increased during the march through 
South Carolina, were now attracted by the opportunity for 
plunder and swelled the crowd. Union prisoners of war had 
escaped from their places of confinement in the city and 
suburbs, and joining their comrades were eager to avenge 
their real or fancied injuries. Convicts in the jail had in 
some manner been released. The pillage of shops and houses 
and the robbing of men in the streets began soon after the 
entrance of the army. The officers tried to preserve disci- 
pline. Colonel Stone ordered all the liquor to be destroyed, 
and furnished guards for the private property of citizens and 
for the public buildings ; but the extent of the disorder and 
plundering during the day was probably not appreciated by 
Sherman and those high in command. Stone was hampered 
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ia his efforts to preserve order by the smaUness of his force 
for patrol duty and by the drunkenness of his men. In fact, 
the condition of his men was such that at eight o'clock in the 
evening they were relieved from provost duty, and a brigade 
of the same division, who had been encamped outside of the 
city during the day, took their place. But the mob of con- 
victs, escaped Union prisoners, stragglers and " bummers," 
drunken soldiers and negroes. Union soldiers who were ardent 
in their desire to take vengeance on South Carolina, could 
not be controlled. The sack of the city went on, and when 
darkness came the torch was applied to many houses ; the 
high wind carried the flames from building to building, until 
the best part of Columbia — a city of eight thousand inhabi- 
tants — was destroyed. 

Colonel Stone wrote, two days afterwards : " About eight 
o'clock the city was fired in a number of places by some of 
our escaped prisoners and citizens." " I am satisfied," said 
General W. B. Woods, commander of the brigade that re- 
lieved Stone, in his report of March 26, " by statements made 
to me by respectable citizens of the town, that the fire was 
first set by the negro inhabitants." General C. R. Woods, 
commander of the First Division, Fifteenth Corps, wrote, Feb- 
ruary 21 : " The town was fired in several different places by 
the villains that had that day been improperly freed from their 
confinement in the town prison. The town itself was full of 
drunken negroes and the vilest, vagabond soldiers, the veriest 
scum of the entire army being collected in the streets." The 
very night of the conflagration he spoke of the efforts " to 
arrest the countless villains of every command that were 
roaming over the streets." General Logan, commander of 
the Fifteenth Corps, said, in his report of March 31: "The 
citizens had so crazed our men with liquor that it was almost 
impossible to control them. The scenes in Columbia that 
night were terrible. Some fiend first applied the torch, and 
the wild flames leaped from house to house and street to 
street, until the lower and business part of the city was 
wrapped in flames. Frightened citizens rushed in every di- 
rection, and the reeling incendiaries dashed, torch in hand, 
from street to street, spreading dismay wherever they went." 
" Some escaped prisoners," wrote General Howard, commander 
of the right wing, April 1, " convicts from the penitentiary 
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just broken open, army followers, and drunken soldiers ran 
through house after house, and were doubtless guilty of all 
manner of villanies, and it is these men that I presume set new 
fires farther and farther to the windward in the northern part 
of the city. Old men, women, and children, with everything 
they could get, were herded together in the streets. At some 
places we found officers and kind-hearted soldiers protecting 
families from the insults and roughness of the careless. Mean- 
while the flames made fearful ravages, and magnificent resi- 
dences and churches were consumed in a very few minutes." 
All these quotations are from Federal officers who were wit- 
nesses of the scene and who wrote their accounts shortly after 
the event, without collusion or dictation. They wrote too 
before they knew that the question, Who burned Columbia? 
would be an irritating one in the after years. These accounts 
are therefore the best of evidence. It is not necessary to ex- 
clude one by another. All may be believed, leading us to the 
result that all the classes named had a hand in the sack and 
destruction of Columbia. 

When the fire was well under way, Sherman appeared on 
the scene, but gave no orders. Nor was it necessary, for Gen- 
erals Howard, Logan, Woods, and others were laboring ear- 
nestly to prevent the spread of the conflagration. By their 
efforts and by the change and subsidence of wind, the fire in 
the early morning of February 18 was stayed. Columbia, wrote 
General Howard, was little " except a blackened surface peo- 
pled with numerous chimneys and an occasional house that 
had been spared as if by a miracle." Science, history, aud art 
might mourn at the loss they sustained in the destruction of 
the house of Dr. Gibbes, an antiquarian and naturalist, a scien- 
tific acquaintance, if not a friend, of Agassiz. His large library, 
portfolios of fine engravings, two hundred paintings, a remark- 
able cabinet of Southern fossils, a collection of sharks' teeth, 
" pronounced by Agassiz to be the finest in the world," relics 
of our aborigines and others from Mexico, " his collection of 
historical documents, original correspondence of the Revolution, 
especially that of South Carolina," were all burned. 

The story of quelling the disorder is told by General Oliver : 
" February 18, at 4 a. m., the Third Brigade was called out to 
suppress riot ; did so, killing 2 men, wounding 30 and arrest- 
ing 370." It is worthy of note that, despite the reign of law- 

85 
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lessuess during the night, very few, if any, outrages were 
committed on women. 

Hon. Henry S. Nourse spoke extemporaneously in sub- 
stance as follows : — 

I presume I am the only one present who saw Columbia 
burning. I am a mouldy relic of Sherman's grand army. 
I served in the Fifteenth Army Corps. Nevertheless I can- 
not boast myself an expert incendiary. A little before noon, 
February 16, 1865, a bright, spring-like day, I stood upon the 
high western bank of the Congaree. The tree-embowered city 
of Columbia lay, a beautiful panorama, before me. The great 
bridge had been burned ; needlessly, for the place was practi- 
cally defenceless. At the right of the picture I saw the smok- 
ing ruins of the railway station and other buildings adjacent, 
probably filled with commissary stores, for a busy crowd, 
chiefly of the colored race, clustered about them, filling sacks 
and bearing them away upon their heads. Across the inter- 
sections of the streets now and then a single cavalryman, or 
a group of three or four, would trot, evidently not on public 
business, but about some errand of their own. And the next 
day, in conversation with a venerable and prominent citizen, 
whose name 1 have unfortunately forgotten, I learned what 
their errands were. They were stragglers, said to belong to 
Wheeler's Confederate Cavalry, engaged in looting stores, 
filling their skins and canteens with whiskey, and setting fire 
to the cotton, hundreds of bales of which had been piled in 
the middle of the main business thoroughfare. Occasionally a 
squad of these marauders would dash out into the broad ave- 
nue which led eastward into the country, and gallop away, 
hurried a little, but unharmed, by the shells which Captain 
DeGress threw after them from his twenty-pound Parrott rifles. 
Soon General Sherman appeared upon the scene, and evidently 
disapproved of this waste of ammunition, for all hostile demon- 
strations on our side of the river ceased after two or three shots 
aimed at the Confederate colors flying from the top of the 
unfinished State House. No white flag or other signal of 
surrender was anywhere shown. 

In the afternoon of the 17th of February we marched 
northward three or four miles and crossed the Saluda and 
then the Broad River, the last on a pontoon bridge built by 
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the Fifteenth Army Corps. On our way thither a strong and 
gusty wind blew in our faces, gradually increasing in force until 
it became almost a gale. It was Boreas coming down to wel- 
come the victorious army of the West, and " rude Boreas " was 
the most guilty factor in the burning of Columbia. But for 
his unrestrainable rage the city would not have been de- 
stroyed. As we turned southward upon the great highway 
leading directly towards the Capitol, it was growing rapidly 
dusk. There were no signs of conflagration in the city, except 
at times through the clouds of dust we had glimpses of the 
blue smoke rising from the burning cotton. The Fifteenth 
Army Corps occupied the town and suburbs. The Seven- 
teenth bivouacked in the fields north of it. Sometime before 
midnight a conflagration had grown beyond the control even 
of an army. The first fire broke out in a block on the business 
street, in close proximity to the burning cotton, and soon after 
the hostile blast was whirling flaming brands and flocks of 
cotton far and wide. Strenuous, but of course utterly hope- 
less, attempts had early been made to quench the fire in the 
cotton bales. The agency of the wind was plainly visible the 
next morning, for most of the trees were so plentifully deco- 
rated with white tufts of cotton that they seemed to have 
blossomed by night. Thousands of disciplined soldiers, under 
the leadership of their generals, fought fire nearly all night, 
and must be credited with saving about all that was saved. 

With reference to the culpability of the rabble of drunken 
soldiers, the released convicts, the irresponsible negroes, and 
the revengeful escaped prisoners of war (mostly commissioned 
officers who had suffered infamous wrong in Camp Sorghum 
and worse Confederate prisons), I acknowledge the conclu- 
sions reached by Dr. Rhodes are just. But should not the 
blame which is attached to their misconduct rest in part upon 
those who opened the gates of the jail, and upon the citizens 
who with suspicious hospitality stood in their doorways with 
pails full of intoxicants, which they dispensed freely to the 
men in blue who would drink? I was told by haggard and 
half-clad men, commissioned officers of the Union army, grad- 
uates of colleges and peers of any Columbia gentleman, almost 
starved to death in the midst of comparative plenty, almost 
demented by physical and mental suffering, that during their 
imprisonment they never had received a word or even a look 
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of sympathy in Columbia, save from the colored race or disso- 
lute women of the town. 

But for an example of the official conduct of the army, let 
me give some particulars of an episode in which I had part. 
About a week before the downfall of Columbia, while on the 
march in the neighborhood of Midway, which is on the railway 
which connects Augusta with Charleston, a messenger met 
the head of the column on the extreme right of the army, bear- 
ing a note for the general. It was from a lady complaining of 
annoyance by soldiers and asking protection. The note was 
received and read by General Frank P. Blair, with whose staff 
I was serving. Leaving the main travelled way under guid- 
ance of the messenger, we soon came to a mansion of the 
common Southern type, evidently new and unfinished. Ad- 
joining and dominating it was a large rough brick, barn-like 
structure. At the door of the mansion we were met by the 
lady, who ushered us at once into this annex, the inner walls 
of which in unceiled roughness rivalled the exterior. But 
shelved about it was the largest library, and apparently one of 
the most valuable, I had met with in the South ; and we had 
traversed seven States. We were at Woodlands, the coun- 
try home of William Gilmore Simms, prolific author, poet, 
dramatist, novelist, historian, and editor of or leading con- 
tributor to the most virulent secessionist newspapers in the 
Confederacy, the " Charleston Mercury " and the " Columbia 
Phoenix." He had gone to find more congenial society than 
ours, and, of all places, to Columbia, where he reviewed us 
later. 

The lady in charge of Woodlands, who introduced herself 
as Mrs. Pinckney, began at once an address to the general, — 
one manifestly studied for the exigency, and perhaps a little 
stilted and pedantic, but a historic gem, which I regret my 
inability to reproduce here. She began with the story of the 
destruction of the Alexandrian Library, and touched upon 
sundry incidents in European wars, all pointing the moral that 
the desecration of art treasures and libraries, in the estimation 
of every civilized people, fixes an indelible stain upon the repu- 
tation of the general who sanctions it. General Blair smilingly 
assured her that the army of the West had no great appetite 
for literature, but was ravenously hungry for chickens. He 
then ordered me to take charge of the premises, and had a 
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sergeant and three cavalrymen detailed to aid me. Upon in- 
vestigation, I saw no evidence that the foragers complained of 
had committed any depredations within the dwelling. One 
of them, noticing a sun-dial before the house, had kicked off 
the silver plate, but finding it an awkward prize to carry, had 
thrown it down. I observed also, when we finally left Wood- 
lands, that not one of my escort had any poultry about his 
person, — a sure sign that the early comers had left none. 

As I have before said, the collection of books was very 
large and valuable. Most of the volumes were in sumptuous 
bindings ; but their chief interest was in the inscriptions upon 
their fly-leaves, for a large proportion of them were presenta- 
tion copies. It seemed to me, from my cursory examination, 
that about every noteworthy author, English or American, 
living in the first half of the nineteenth century, had sent 
complimentary copies of his writings to William Gilmore 
Simms. Moreover, there were several volumes of autograph 
letters from many distinguished personages. 

Within an hour or two. General Howard and staff came into 
the vicinity, and, as instructed, I reported to him and was re- 
lieved of my charge. To all who know General Howard's 
character it is needless to assert that Mrs. Pinckney had little 
further cause for complaint that day. Indeed Professor Trent, 
in his biography of Simms, acknowledges that the home of this 
most vituperative of South Carolina rebels was safeguarded 
until the array had passed. But at the close of a sketch of 
his life in Chambers' Encyclopaedia it is stated that house and 
library were " wrecked by federal soldiers." Professor Trent 
also states that people of the neighborhood attributed the 
fire that destroyed the buildings — which did not break out 
until the day after the troops marched by — not to stragglers 
in uniform, but to vagrant negroes. Our stragglers, unlike 
those of other historic armies, during the marches through 
Georgia and the Carolinas, were nearly always from one to 
five miles in advance of the heads of army corps. We could 
often mark their progress by rising columns of smoke. It is 
entirely true that the whole army, from general to drummer- 
boy, stepped over the Georgia boundary line rejoicing that 
South Carolina, the prophet and the pioneer of secession, long 
exempt from the horrors of military invasion, was at last to 
learn by fiery experience that " war is hell." Henceforward 
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the torch became more in evidence than ever before during the 
long march, and the term " contraband of war " gained a more 
liberal interpretation. Black cinders marked the sites where 
had stood cotton gins and presses. Railways, with bridges and 
stations, were systematically destroyed. Turpentine factories 
went up in swirling columns of flame and inky smoke, con- 
spicuous twenty miles away. Arsenals, machine-shops, cotton 
mills, were left in smouldering ruin. But institutions were" 
unmolested and dwellings unharmed, unless deserted by their 
owners. The home was respected, and everywhere woman 
was safe from insult. The truthful narratives of the burning 
of Woodlands and of Columbia will not contradict this. 

Hon. WiNSLOW Wakren" communicated for publication in 
the Proceedings four very characteristic letters from Daniel 
Webster, one a letter of introduction to gentlemen in Virginia, 
which evidently was never presented, and the other three ad- 
dressed to the late Hon. Charles H. Warren, of Boston. One 
of the latter was brought over from Marshfield to Plymouth, 
September 19, 1852, and was believed by Judge Warren, its 
recipient, to be the last letter written by Mr. Webster. 

DANIEL WEBSTER TO CHARLES H. WARREN. 

Boston, July 12, 1840. 
Mt Dear Sir, — Night before last I passed with Gen' 'Wilson* 
at his own house, & parted with him yesterday at Peterborough, 
at 10 o'clock. I understand a campaign is arranged to commence at 
Taunton, extend to Nantucket, & terminate at Plymouth. I rise, 
Mr. Speaker, to move to strike out " Plymouth," & insert " Dux- 
bury." Wilson is a field officer, & entitled to a corresponding com- 
mand. Fix his H. Q. for the day at Duxbury, & he will embrace in 
his operations the whole world from Hingham to Plymouth, & back 
to Hanson, Halifax, &c. Henry Thomas ^ is here, going home to-day, 
& I shall ask him to correspond with S. Lincoln.' I pray you, put 
yourself in communication with Mr. Hedge.* On his return from 
Nantucket I meet Gen' W. & take him, with you, to Marshfield. I 

1 General James Wilson, Jr., of Keene, N. H. He took an active part in the 
political campaign which resulted in the election of the first President Harrison. 
See History of Peterborougli, N. H., pp. 356-359. 

2 Charles H. Thomas, of Marshfield. 

* The late Hon. Solomon Lincoln, of Hingham (born February 28, 1804; died 
December 1, 1881). 

* Isaac L. Hedge, of Plymouth. 



1801.] LETTERS OP DANIEL WEBSTER. 279 

should be glad of an opportunity also of inviting F. Baylies.^ We 
will either take you in, or put you out. 

We had a time, & a scene, on the Mountains, not to be described. 
Only think of 3000 men, encamped for two days on the very top of 
the ridge of the G. Mountains ! Nothing but a Nashon Hunt can 
come up to it, in grandeur & heroism. All things went well also at 
Keene. Gen' W. in all that region, tho like other good Kings conceals 
his authority, is nevertheless a kind of elected monarch. 

The general spirit where I have been is extraordinary, marvellous, 
unprecedented. We are either on the high road to the accomplish- 
ment of the greatest civil revolution ever yet achieved in this country, 
or else we are in enchanted ground, surrounded by fairies, fancies, phan- 
toms & dreams. May it please your 'B.onoT , judge how this is. Decide 
the matter ; — is it fact, or only fancy's sketch. 

" Dispel this gloom, the light of heaven restore. 
Give me to see." 

& SO I say no more. 

Yrs. truly, D, Webster. 

Honble. C. H. Warren. 



DANIEL WEBSTER TO CHAELES H. WAREEN. 

N. York, Aug. 15, 1840. 

Mr Dear Sir, — I may as well confess, & give up first as last. 
I cannot go to Nashon the first of September. I saw Mr. Swain ^ here 
four days ago, & told him my distress. In addition to what I men- 
tioned to him, I am pressed so hard to show myself in important & 
doubtful places that I am obliged to give a strict account, almost upon 
oath, of my engagements every day for the next six weeks. And if I 
would say that I intended four days for a hunt, or a recreation, on 
Nashon, they might shoot me. That they would follow me there, & 
bring me away, is certain. You never saw such a commotion as is here- 
abouts. Here come a Com'°' from Utica, 250 miles, & as N. Jersey 
w* not quit their hold on me, they snatched up Fletcher, & carried 
him off in an instant, as ravenous wolves, when they cannot seize the 
adults of the flock, run away with innocent lambs ! 

I am most awfully pressed to meet a Convention of 3 Counties, on 
the River above us here on the 3"*. They say, " Schohairie, Greene 
& Columbia form a double Congressional District. Our opponents 
carried it in 1838. We believe if you will come & address the 
people, we can carry the District." I have written that I cannot go ; 

1 Hon. Francis Baylies, of Taunton. 

^ William W. Swain, of New Bedford, who owned Naushon Island. He was 
familiarly called by his friends Governor Swain. 
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but if these good Whigs, who are tugging with all their might to 
make up, in part, in their District, for the expected loss of 4 members 
in this City, should find that I was recreating on Nashon, they would 
never forgive me. I must try to keep well with N. York. Pray 
signify my case as early as possible to Mr. Swain, as I do not know 
where to address him. Tell him to spare me till this fight is over, 
& then he may throw me into the sea, if he chooses, at Tarpaulin Cove. 
Yours always, truly, though for the present a good deal mortified. 

Dan"- Webster. 
Me. Warren. 



DANIEL WEBSTER TO JAMES LYONS OR L H. McEARLANE. 

RICHMOND. 

Boston, April 11, 48, 

Mt Dear Sik, — Here come two Boston lawyers, breaking away 
from their Pleas, Demurrers & Bar Speeches, & running off to the 
South, to inhale one breath of the early year, beneath the sky of the 
Old Dominion. They are Messrs. Charles H. Warren & Benj" R. 
Curtis. I commend them to your kindness. They have no tracts in 
their pockets, nor any dangerous schemes in their heads. If it were 
the proper season, the jinny tribes might suffer from Mr. Curtis, who 
delights to feel a fish, at the end of a line. As to Mr. Warren, I 
believe he rather inclines to confine himself to 'post mortem examina- 
tions of those interesting objects of natural history. 

In Richmond they will of course be very happy, while they can stay. 
Very likely they would be glad to see, for once, an old fashioned 
Virginia plantation, where such things as Corn & Tobacco are spoken 
of, & where V* exhibits .herself as in by-gone days. If you cannot 
take them, or send them, to a nearer object of this sort, pray put them 
in the way to Mr. Archer's or Mr. Rives'. 

Be sure to give them an opportunity to pay their respects to Mr. 
Leigh. 

I am. Dear Sir, with the most assured regard, 

Yours Dan^ Webster. 

Mr. Lyons or Me. McFablanb. 



DANIEL WEBSTER TO CHARLES H. WARREN. 

Major Roger Eastman was a soldier bold, a Welshman by descent. 
He belonged to Salisbury, in the County of Essex. He married 
Gerusha Fitz, a Welch woman also, of whose kindred I saw hundreds 
in North Wales twelve years ago. Handsome, dark, beautiful eyes, 
imm[it]able teeth, & hair as black as a coal. These worthy persons 
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were my maternal grandfather & grandmother. The Major was bred 
a house carpenter. I have seen hia fore plane & smoothing plane, long 
jointer & short jointer, & rabbit. But though not bred to arms, having 
a noble & lofty soul, & being withall a tall fellow of his hands he was 
pitched upon as an available person to help to defend the Colonies, in 
the old wars, & to conquer the French. lu this service the Major lost 
a leg. Soon after ray mother's marriage, he & his wife went to live 
with my father, in Salisbury, N. H. (now vulgarized into Franklin) & 
there they both died. The Veteran betook himself to planting trees 
for fruit on the very first acres rescued from the Forest ; & among 
others planted a pear tree, about 1770, which is now in full bearing, 
& I send you 4 specimens of its product this year. It stands in the 
garden belonging to the house in which I was born, & is close by 
Punch Brook. But you never saw Salisbury, nor the sources of the 
Merrimack, nor Kearsarge, nor the Ragged Mountain, nor my Punch 
Brook Pasture,, of 500 acres, where 100 cattle graze along the glades 
& glide thr° the bushes, like so many Deer. 
My ! I do not think you ever saw any thing. 

Indorsed by Judge Warren : Sept. 19, 1852. 

Hon. Samuel A. Geeen communicated two unpublished 
narratives of the expedition of Sir William Phips against 
Canada, in 1690, and said: — 

I wish to communicate copies of two manuscripts belong- 
ing to the Lenox Library in New York. They relate to Sir 
William Phips's expedition against Quebec in the summer of 
1690, and are contemporaneous accounts of that unsuccessful 
attempt to drive the French from Canada. These interesting 
papers were found in Paris, and were bought by the Trustees 
of the Library eight years ago, since which time they have 
been put in elegant binding of crushed levant morocco. It is 
through the courtesy of Wilberforce Eames, A.M., the accom- 
plished librarian and bibliographer, that I have obtained the 
copies, and I desire to make a public acknowledgment of the 
obligation. The first of the papers, according to the heading, 
was written by the Reverend John Wise, of Ipswich, and is 
signed with his initials ; but the other is unsigned, and the 
writer unknown. Neither one is specifically addressed to 
any person, but from the internal evidence it is clear that, 
strictly speaking, they were not official documents. They 
were accounts, rather, given by persons who took part in the 

S6 
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expedition, and sent to a third person who was interested in 
the subject. 

The copy of Mr. Wise's paper has been in my possession for 
some years ; and in the mean time having read it and re-read 
it carefully, I came to the conclusion that it was written for 
Increase Mather, then in England as agent of the Province 
during the inter-charter period for the redress of public griev- 
ances. In the spring of 1688 he had gone over to the mother 
country, where he remained for four years. Dr. Mather and 
Mr. Wise both were natives of Massachusetts, both graduates 
of Harvard College, and both settled ministers in the Colony. 
During those troublous times they were in political sympathy, 
and both were strongly opposed to Andros and his usurpation. 
And it was the most natural thing in the world for Mr. Wise 
to keep his friend and mentor in touch with events happening 
at home. On examining the unsigned paper at the Lenox 
Library, a few days ago, I was gratified to find on the outside 
of the back leaf, forming the original cover, a memorandum of 
four lines in the well-known and unmistakable handwriting of 
Dr. Mather. It was in these words, line for line : — 

I have now by me irs fro™ Canada intercepted 
wherein ye French tell yir correspondents, y' o' 
affection to K. W"' is ye cause of ye Warr w°h 
yy make upon us. 10*- 12""' 90 : 

This writing shows conclusively that Mather once had the 
anonymous paper in his possession, and presumably Wise's 
also, as the two papers relate to the same subject and belong 
together, and probably were written to the same person. 

It is well known that John Wise was a chaplain in Phips's 
expedition against Quebec, " where not only the Pious Dis- 
charge of his Sacred Office, but his Heroick Spirit, and Mar- 
tial Skill and Wisdom did greatly distinguish him," says an 
anonymous writer in a " Character " which is appended to 
the Reverend John White's Funeral Sermon on Mr. Wise, 
preached April 11, 1725. For his public service as a chap- 
lain, the Legislature of Massachusetts, on January 8, 1736-7, 
granted to his " Children and legal Representatives and Heirs " 
three hundred acres of the unappropriated lands of the Prov- 
ince. An interesting account of Mr. Wise may be found in 
Sibley's " Biographical Sketches of Graduates of Harvard 
University" (IL 428-441). 
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In both copies the pages of the original manuscript are 
indicated by Arabic figures within brackets [ ]. The first 
of these papers is as follows : — 

[1] The Narrative of M' John Wise, Minister of Gods Word at 

Chebacco 

I have received yo"' Request relating to the late unhappy Voyage 
to Canada and upon a Serious Review of the whole Travel I find it 
will not be possible for me to give you a full Account of the Sever- 
all Remarkable Passages which did fall, within my observation. Yet 
to satisfy your Inquiry after the true Reasons of our defeat accord- 
ing to my Apprehensions I shall freely impart them unto you, in which 
I must tell you severall passages of the Story which serve to Illus- 
trate the Truth which I of[fer,] and if time permit me I shall pre- 
sent y"" w* some Notes upon the Country as Reasons why our Land or 
Nation should not take this late foyle for a Fall or be so dejected so as 
to suppose it Impossible improbable or unprofiita[ble] to take Kebecque, 
and thus I h^gin Vizt 

Under the Conduct of the truly Valiant S' William Phips K* General, 
and of John Wally Esq' Li[eu'] General, about 2500 Souldjers and 
Marriners are imbarked out of New England Colonies and set Sayle 
upon the 9* August 1690 from Masachusetts bay with great hopes and 
expectations to conquer New France and therefore bent our Course 
thither[ward] with all convenient speed hastening to Canada River and 
then up to the chief Towne on the River called Kebeque. Before 
which Towne after many yea af[ter] many sensible Items of Divine 
favour all allong o[ur] Voyage, We Cast Anchor early in the Morning 
upon [2] the 6* of October 1690. 

Now instead of filling up the Space between the two forementioned 
Termes with a Journal of our Voyage I will leave that for a more 
Accurate Observer or for a more convenient Opportunity and at this 
time only gratifie your Curiositie and theires to whom you shall see 
cause to impart them with the Reasons how so likely and generous an 
Attempt and a Birth under so hopefull a prospect proves little else but 
intollerable pain as the vast Charges upon all men and the Cries and 
Sighes of the Bereaved sufficiently but dolefully declare, I intend to be 
as true as plain and you may take my Reasons cast into this Method. 

The first Reason of our Defeat is made up of three principal parts 
which all men in the Action confesse to have such Influence into the 
Dissapointments and possibly many men may insist upon as the Prin- 
cipal Causes from whose Judgment I ask leave to enter my Dissent. 

But next to our Sinne the provoking & procuring Cause of all 
Misery We Reckon, 
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That Want or Scarseness of Provision might be a great Disadvan- 
tage and Discouradgment under some of our last Thoughts, our Stoares 
being so far Spent and the Countrey not capable of Recruiting us now 
upon easy terraes might much disadvantage us from taking such Meas- 
ures as we might have thought of when we were put by our first At- 
tempts. 

[3] 2 The Want of Amunition Souldiers of all men may be indulged 
in a Prodigallity whilst they without sparing spent up the Stores of 
Warr upon the Walls heads and Hearts of their Enemies and whilst 
they have Courage to do it Pity 't is any should blame their Martial 
Zeale for being over prodigal but rather blame they had not a more 
lasting Store for it 's hard to confine Martial men when their blood is 
up to all the Niceties of good husbandry But in all probability our 
Ammunition was not at first proportionable to our Undertaking & some 
of it was spent in the Ordinary Braveries of Warr which could not be 
avoided and much of it laid out at a good Market to the Terrour & 
Euine of many of our Enemies whilst we were upon o' Voyage up the 
River and when a great part was improved on the Towne under y* 
Valiant Attempts of our General and Shipps of Warr and all the pitty 
is that such Valiant Soules had not ten times as much to spend in such 
hot fitts whilst they did such Ruine upon the Lives as well as the 
Towne of their Enemies and were so eminently preserved themselves 
Our Ships of Warr lost but one Man in the fights by great or Small 
shot and in probability and by Information the Enemy had many Slaine 
Thus our Amunicon growes low and upon Examination is found to [be] 
too smal to attempt great things which might influence our Disappoint- 
ment in some Degree. 

[4] 3 The Want of Time It was Csesars motto Veni vidi vici, to over- 
come a Place so soon as a General doth come to a place hath not been 
y= Ordinary fortune of Generals in Warr as it was Csesars The most 
prudent and most Valiant of men in great Designes of Warr doe ordi- 
narily require time more then will Sufiice only just to turne the tryal of 
a Stratagem or Expediment of Warr or two upon the Enemy There is 
a time for every thing under the Sun : Eccl. 3.ch : and there must be 
time allowed for every production that any less than an Infinite agent 
is to be the cause of. Now it is readily Acknowledged we were very 
much pinched up for want of time it was very late in y" Yeare and 
and Winter comes on a great pace the Cold nights tells us and this 
proves a great Disadvantage S'. We are to think of new methods 
when our first fayle us wherever y' fault may be All these perticulars 
any men will acknowledge to be great Disadvantages to an Army so 
Farr from their owne Countrey and as these perticulars may be used 
or improved may be made a mask upon all faults w'soever which might 
have a more direct Operacon in Effecting the Overthrow of o' Brave 
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Voyage [5] growne great w"" hopes from many Signal Tokens of Gods 
presence with us and just ready to break forth into the Shouts of 
Triumph as soon as our Couragious army have broken through the 
Paper Walls of Kebeque and Dared Froutiniack's Palace w"" their dis- 
play'd Coulours within those Confines which for my part I expected 
within a few houres after we had taken the North-Shore, and thus S' I 
am now ready to give you my second Reason of the Grounds of our 
Defeat at Kebeque 

2 My Second Reason grows big with Twinns : and if no other will 
owne them let them be left at my Door for Patronage and Defence. 

1. First then I suppose that whilst we consider our actions under 
humane Operacons distinguished from a divine Providence and we 
must thus Distinguish that so we may seperate between the Over ruling 
and Biameable Cause of an Evil Event, & thus I say as to the 
more direct and imediate ground or Reason of o' Defeat I judge the not 
landing of o' Army on a more convenient place was more to the 
Disadvantage of o' Designe then any thing hath yet been said, for if 
we had been landed in upon the Enemie as we might have been then 
one belly-full of Provision had lasted until we had gotten more or 
wanted none at all so it may [6] be said upon all other accounts so 
that there was our great disadvantage and this could not be easily 
p'vented and not to be blamed but as our hard happ, unlesse men must 
be Supposed to be Omniscient for indeed at a Distance & to the Eye 
of Strangers the way to the Towne w'^'' we intended by landing below 
Charles River seemed the most easy passable & safe for our Army 
which yet proved farr otherwise for if we had gone any way but that 
we had probably attained our purpose If we had gone under our great 
Gunns into the Towne we had taken it without waiting for other Order 
but only fall on fellow Souldiers ; if we had landed upon the South side 
of the Towne we had met with neither Real nor supposed Interruption 
till we had come up to their Stockados now it is too to late to relate 
how we came to Sustaine this Disadvantage ; yet as to the South side 
and beyond the Towne we had no knowledge of it but by the french 
Captives whom we could not trust any further then we could fling or at 
least carry them ; And as to o' landing under o' Guns into the Towne, 
the General intended when we had battered them well by Sea and the 
land Army was come to the Towne by Land then to land into the 
Lower Towne five hundred [7] able Seamen that were ready for the 
Purpose as to the place where we did land which was about a Mile and 
an halfe below Kebeque it was many waies disadvantag'd But especially 
in this that being so long & Interrupted brought us to many pauses 
before we came up to the Seat of o' Enemies Strength and under every 
Stop that we made I am satisfied tho we might gaine ground yet we 
lost heart which I do reckon to be the very proper and direct ruine of 
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o' Designe and by this time I am come to the place where I intend to 
tell you plainly what I think to be the main principal Cause so far as 
humane Agents are concerned I say the next cause of our Defeat &c 
w'^'' I Reckon to be 

2 Cowardize. It is an ill word to say but an harder to be guilty of, 
yet in my Opinion it was nothing less than true Courage w'^'' did prove 
the Euine of such a Designe and so many hundred brave men that died in 
a Dishonourable retreate by the hand of God who testifies to us how Dan- 
gerous it is to Depart from Dutie th6 Dangerous for want of Eeslution, 
yet to Caution myself I doe assure you I never saw (and I have been 
in Warr before) for the body of o' Army both Captaines Inferiour 
Officers and private Sentinels men more Zealously inclined to spend 
their Lives for their Countrey yea there seemed to me a more then 
Ordinary Impulse upon mens hearts that begat such a Courage in them 
that I am satisfyed upon the View of the whole AflTaire had the English 
Army been as Valiantly led up to the Towne as they would have 
followed and fought when [8] they came there the Towne and Coun- 
trey had been ours in a few houres after we came on Shore so that I 
cannot get over it but do think that it was Cowardize both ruined and 
Shamed us &c and to Illustrate this I must now give you as brief a nar- 
rative of the Matter in y" History of it as I can and then shall leave 
it w* j'ou or any other man of Sense to judge y' Validity of my 
Assertion. 

As was said upon the 6"" of October in open day we saw all our fleet 
hapily (as we thought) at Anchor in the Road between Orleans the 
South and North Shore and Kebeque Towne. 

The Generall as had been determined by a Councell of Warr this 
morning sends his Pinace to the Towne with a message by Lieu' Tho : 
Savage to Frontiniack y' French Gov'no' I must abreviate the Infor- 
mation at this time Lieu' Savage comes back Frontiniack will give no 
other Answer to us (as he sayes then what we shall meet with at the 
mouth of his Gunns onley he tells him that o' King and Queen are 
Usurpers and we Rebells for casting of o' Allegiance to King James 
and therefore what we had met with in New Engl [and] was but 
according to o' Demerritts &c 

There is a preparacon for the landing our Forces [9] the Companies 
that had been Transported in y° Ships of Warr were put on board of 
Small Vessells in the fleet for greater conveniency of landing Amongst 
others Cap' Ephraim Savage was put on board of a small french 
Barque we had taken on o' Voyage the Day was spent and Concluded 
that early the next Morning the Souldjers should land But when the 
morning came it proved a very 111 day for Wind the sea run high that 
altho Some attempt was made for landing of o' fPorces yet in a little 
time we saw it would be to y' great Damage of y° Army and therefore 
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desisted and the Divine Providence now crossed our purpose yet gave 
us this day a very great Argument and Provocation to excite courage 
w^*" is worth Souldiers waiting for & that was by tlie Retreate that one 
of o' Companys made from the North Shore in Spite of all the fforces in 
Kebeque the Account of it you may take thus 

Cap' Ephraim Savage both an honest & Valiant Gent taking it that 
his Orders from j" Lieu' Genr" were that he should weigh Anchor and 
get as neer the Shore as he could for landing this forenoone attended 
his Orders and att about half Ebbe or lesse came so neer Shore that the 
Vessell grounded w"^"" the French soon espyed from y^ Shore where 
several of them lay to Watch our Motions the french came downe 
began to fire at o' men and our men at them againe briskly [10] the 
Tyde that stayes for no man hastens downe & in a little time leaves the 
Bark dry on the Flatts the french have notice at Towne she lying just 
below Charls River there comes scores or hundreds out of the Towne 
both horsmen and footmen makes many shotts at our Men but durst not 
board them, they repayre to Towne and as we thought by y** Carriage 
by Cattle horse and Carts they brought field pieces out of the Towne 
of Kebeque the Enemie came along the Beach with two Small Teams 
the One of horse the Other of Oxen We on board began to be in a 
thousand feares what would become of Cap' Savage & Company, we 
could not come to their Rescue if we had exposed the whole fleet & 
Weather was so bad we sent out some of our Boats but they could not 
come to the Bark nor land the Sea run so high the Enemy very Numer- 
ous on the Shore playing their field pieces and Small armes and our men 
stoutly at them againe. Our Generall when they were thick about 
their Carriages where they seemed to have planted their peices shot 
some of his lower and biggest Guns, w'^'" made the Enemy fly and Scat- 
ter alth6 it were at a very great Distance the General & Captaine 
Eldridge made many shot w"" their great Guns at them w'^'' could doe 
but little Execution only did much terrify them so that at last y" 
Cowardly French made one great flash and Smoke with [11] Powder 
and away they went with their Carriages againe Our men got out of 
the Barke, beat j" french from a Rock where they had advantagiously 
posted themselves and then returned into the Barke again having fought 
and beat them and when the tide came up againe got of w'hout the 
least damage save some bullet holes in their Clothes and one had his 
flesh grazed but not a limb lost or one drop of blood, this Single Com- 
pany of men may be said to have withstood all the force in Kebeque 
& who would be afraid to encounter such Cowardly Frenchmen here- 
after ; this was a Manifest token of Gods Goodness to us and the 
Frenchmens Cowardize and I do think it was great Incouragement to 
all men in General against o' landing the next day w*^"" in Order of Story 
must be next related. 
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To proceed then to that part of o' Action that relates to o' Army 
when on Shore this is y° acc° which I have to give you Having Con- 
sidered every place for landing o' fforces and having an account that 
Charls River w'"" runns downe by Kebeque North was fordible and 
passable for foot about low water and seeing all the time we lay there 
that the french went out of the Towne and over the River horse and foot 
& drave Cattle &c we concluded that to land a little below where the 
Barque went on Shore might be very Convenient and fitt for our pur- 
pose Therefore as I do remember about young flood in y' forenoon 
[12] upon the Eighth day of October we fell downe with all our Smal 
Vessells and Boats belonging to the Ships of Warr for landing It was 
Ordered that my self should stay until the Pinnace of our Ships had 
assisted the Army in landing and then it should come and carry me and 
some others (on board of o' Ship) on shore 

When the Boats came so neer Shore as they could get o' men were 
necessitated to wade, some up to midd thigh &c they had a bad landing 
but after some houres most of o' Army mounted the Bank of the River 
and drew into Order in their Several Regiments for march they had 
not stood long in their fflgure but y° French enemy (having placed an 
Ambuscado of about 700 men in a Swamp toward our Right Wing) 
made shot on o' Army and as I said before overshot us & before we 
gave them battle they made a Second Shot but very little to o' Dam- 
mage But our Armie quickly put them to the Rout & followed them in 
a Chace up to the North Towne & drove them up and downe in several 
parties a Considerable Space of time in the Skirmish many Memorable 
passages fell out to long to relate now we lost about eight men Slaine 
right out and several Wounded as Major Wade Cap' Savage Lieu' 
Knowlton «&c we killed the Collonel of y'* French as we were informed 
and many others between 30 and 50 reports are various and we had no 
time to examine [13] the ground But this we are assured of that a 
french Gentleman of a very manly figure and in a gentile Garb did 
present himself (in the fight) unto Captain March with offers at a Dis- 
tance to Surrender himself Cap' March perceiving it beat back his Men 
and did what he could in such a Crisis & Nick of time but could not be 
obeyed things were in such an hurry he was shot dead to the Ground 
who was in likely hood chief Comander of the Enemy When most of 
the English Army was landed o' Pinnace came back I took passage in 
her towards the Shore and when come on land I perceived Several of 
o' men were wounded and the Army brought by this Scout of the 
Enemy to an Ill-convenient Stop I therefore w^'out staying for any 
(being very much troubled in my mind) marched away thro a Swamp 
to a party of o' Army then at a Stand, at my first coming up my first 
Salute was thus Gentlemen you are out of yo' Witts we did not come 
hither to drive a parcel of Cowardly Frenchmen from Swamp to Swamp 
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but to attaqae Kebeque thither Gentlemen is o'' buisness Why Dont we 
march away for the Towne of Kebeque They told me they could not 
tell said I where is the Lieu' General Wally They Answered They 
could not tell I went from one Comp^ to another and in a little time I 
found him and I do assure you S' I was affected when I first saw him for 
to me he seemed very much downe in his Spirit to say no worse I 
saluted him with the Ordinary Complement and Said S' what doe you 
meane by these [14] kind of methods? Saith he I cannot rule them 
To whom I replyed S' you must not expect when men are let loose 
upon an Enemie that they should attend all the Ceremonies martial 
and that are in fashion in a field of Peace But S' said I what do you 
intend to doe he replyed I think they intend to lodge here all Night. 

Good S' said I by no meanes but let us march away for the Towne 
as fast as we can o' men are now Warme by to Morrow they will 
Stiffen and Coole therefore Good S' Give y" "Word to march & send 
away to those companies in the rear to march away (now there were 
about three Companies that had taken up houses and began to roast 
and bake for Supper) after much urging word was given to March, & 
away we went briskly as I thought with an Intent to Attaque the 
Towne, at least early y' next morning the way was very dismal for 
Swamps & smal Rivers or great Brooks for about a Mile ; The front- 
most of o' Army came to a farm house neer the River and within about 
half a mile or less of Kebecque when there I prayd y" Liev' General 
we might set out Centinels and call up the Rear of o' Army and 
lodge o' whole body for a few houres Sleep and get into a Posture for 
a March up to the Towne about [15] two houres before day and as the 
Tide would suit us for time would not admit of much lingring but I 
will assure you things went on w* Unsufferable Dulness enough to 
Discourage any men. The General with his Ships of Warr Seing o' 
Colours advanced so neer the Towne prepared about the Suns going 
downe to give an Assault or before the moon being just at full helped 
him w* its Light and us with its Influence Compleating a Sutable Tide 
either for Night or morning for our passing over the Charls River 

The Shipps of Warr were desired by the Liev' Gen" to make the 
first onsett which they did this Evening expecting we would have 
soon seconded them, but instead of it we spent away o' time after a 
fruitless maner Cap' Hunt and Cap' Berry went to Charls River & 
came back told the Liev' General they had tryed the River and were 
almost over it and were not much above their Anckles 

Cap' Gwin and another person with the ffrench man that came in 
were sent over the Woody ground toward the Recolets house above 
Kebeque and Brought word it was Unpassable for our field pieces 

Our field pieces came on shore desirous to befriend our Souldiers I 
took with me Ensigne Noyce who was a forward man went downe to 

87 
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the boats desired y' Mariners to favour o' Souldiers having had an 111 
Afternoone and being very wet that they would be at the Pains to get 
the pieces on Shoar themselves, they presently attended the buisness 
waded almost up to the middle some of them [16] and got the Pieces 
up to the house where we lodged. 

I do assure you S' our Lieu' General Seemed to me to be desti- 
tute of all proper care for the Mannagem' of the Army for the buis- 
ness that was before us and yet by the Index of a certain reserved 
Gravity & a Lonesome walk from place to place that he had he seemed 
to be swallowed up with thoughts which I can deem from first to last 
to be only the Invincible Arrest of fear The field pieces being got to 
Shore I then made it my buisness to inquire out the Lieu' General to 
oflfer a new notion to him and that was this, when I had found him by 
much Inquiry S' said I pray let word be sent away to those Companies 
in the Rear to come up that we may lodge here altogether a few 
houres and then be the better ready to march unto the Towne and good 
S' get to sleep as early as you can, he gives me the hearing but little or 
nothing is done he turnes away and when an army is encamped in the 
Night a man of no greater bulk is soon lost. 

There comes in the Interim two Messengers from Cap' Willye one 
of the Captaines in the Rear to know the Lieu' Generals mind they 
came to me and told me their Errand I was much joyed with so lucky 
an Opportunity, began to inquire againe for the Lieu' Gen" & at last 
found him told him the Message & prayed that their might be Orders 
to those men in their Return Vizt That Cap' Willye march up with 
his Companie & give word to several other Captaines to come away 
forthw"" these were there Orders and y° men returned and away Slipps 
the Lieu' General againe and I doe seriously professe to you that 
though Several things of [17] Import happned and were attended this 
Night Vizt as the comming up of the Rear of o' Army, the Examina- 
tion of a Frenchman and the Sharing of a Small cask of French- 
wine sent from the General to comfort o' hearts amongst the chief 
Officers of the Army yet to my Inward grief then and to my Appre- 
hension now the night was spent in little else but padling and fooling 
as to our Land concernes. 

I doe professe had we had a man that would have ventured his Life, 
his way had been to have stilled all noyse got himself aud army into a 
few hours Sleep sent on board and had ready one bisquet cake pr man 
and a good round Dram and have put these into their bellys the next 
morning & in the heat of it marcht up to Towne the Army would I am 
satisfied by their Valour have payd him his Kindnesse in good Roast 
meat for Supper by the next night and a good feather bed to have layn 
on instead of Boards or Straw. I am quite weary in perticulars there- 
fore Sir what I have to say further I will moddel into three parts as so 
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many Intolerable Errors committed on Shore as the great ground of 
our Defeat. 

First Our not going to the Towne to rights upon y^ the first Oppor- 
tunity and Dismal downness [18] of o' Lieu' Generals Countenanse & 
Spirit obvious (to all men that could look a man in the Face) and taken 
notice of I do think by hundreds besides my self was the first Error on 
shoar but now let tliis be Interrupted by what meanes Soever 

2 The second Unpardonable folly was the not taking and destroying 
the North Towne upon w'^'' perticular depends this Story 

By the fryday morning the third day from o' landing many of our 
Souldiers began to be out of frame in their bodies and I dont know 
but many (by this time) thr6 want of Sleep and bad presidents &c 
might grow into such fears as they did not bring on Shoar with them 
so that new Measures were thought best and that it would be too to 
great an hazard to Attempt the towne of Quebec this way but to reim- 
barque and go into the face of the Towne under the great Gunns or to 
the South side and there to Land, or unto Orleance. It was concluded 
that the Lieu' Gen" and my self should go on board the General to dis- 
course with him. When we came to him the Circumstances of the Land 
Army are rep'sented to him as very dismal and that the French had 
raised new Works upon the backside o£ the Towne (th6 for my part I 
could not see them) That at last it is consented to by the General he 
having made two Stout attaques upon y° lower Towne, and we never 
came up and Amunition [19] was growne Scarce with him and the 
rest of the Ships of warr, I say he consented that we pposed new 
measures which in short were to this purpose To declare to the French 
people & Inhabitan'^ that they Submit themselves to the Crowne of 
England and in so doing we promise life lands and liberty unto them 
or else we would lay all their countrey waste which we had yet spared 
and was now at our dispose the General orders us to goe on Shoare and 
the Majors & Cap" to be consulted in the matter. When we came the 
first News was Vizt That part of o' Army had had a fight with the 
Enemy our men did worst them abundantly but in the fight y" French 
drew downe towards Charls River and on the other side our men dis- 
covered a considerable force drawne out of the Towne in a body some 
said there might be 700 some 2000 men, But this accident I dont think 
added much to o' Lieu' Generals Courage for he was much concernd 
and I doe assure you without Vanity I endeavo'd to encourage my 
Self and him what I could I was Speaking to him one time and as I 
Remember he saith we should certainly be assaulted by the Enemy 
this Night to whom I replyed let them Come we will fight with all 
Canada if they come there is no danger we are well Lodged & good 
field pieces to friend, let us be of good heart there is no Danger. 
After much delay a Council is called this Evening 
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[20] 1 : Q : The first Question propounded "Whither it might be 
Consistent with o' bono' o' honesty Prudence and present Circumstances 
to propound Such merciful termes as are before mentioned to the french 
Inhabitants and performe them when we had done or ruine their 
Countrey they refusing to accept. 

Ans. After several Discourses it was thought consistent. 

2. Q How we should execute or accomplish this Contrivance ? 

An'. I told them what w* their leave I would tel y" what I thought 
the only way to obtaine that which we aimed at and that was 'this Vizt 
Seeing we had renounced the Designe of falling upon Quebec our onely 
way would be to March our Army away to the North Towne and 
there we might in a little time either Impale or Intrench our Selves 
lodge our men in good houses and in taking that Towne we should take 
Orleans the Island that lay downe the River by it our Vessells some of 
them falling downe the River on each side the Island "We could easily 
passe and repasse from the said Island to the North Shore and so in a 
few dayes if the French would not Subject we could ruine those two 
places (which were [21] very considerable) and we might take y° for- 
rage of both and Orleance would Afford much and especially fresh and 
new provision for o' Army & when we had done all we pleased on that 
acc° we could lay all their houses and Barnes in Ashes which would 
have been greater Damage to them then ever they had done to us. 
I do judge that in this method we could have destroyed so many hun- 
dred Barns full of Corn Wheat Pease hay & dwelling houses as would 
have been more than 50000£ Str Dammage to the Enemy and taken 
much plunder beside And in probability not lost on Limb and dispatched 
all in a few Dayes. 

Now I say this I urged in that Councel w* all the Zeale and Reason 
I had several of y^ Cap** were for it but some were against it especially 
the Lieu' General and the head Major who made this Answer to close 
the whole. Saith he 

S' I wonder you will urge this thing so long there is no Reason in 
the Contrivance o' best way is to Reirabarque &c so this Designe fell to 
y° Ground and there is I reckon the Second Error committed on Shore. 

3 The third Error is the base and Cowardly Losse of o' field pieces 
of wch I do think Christendome will ring and I account it is one of 
y^ greatest blotts that English men have contracted within these Ages 
they have been Accounted among the Nations famous in Martial Actions 
and to give [22] you an account of this I shall proceed with my Tale. 
"When the Councel last named was finished I repaird to the house where 
I had taken up my Lodging and expecting a comfortable Night of Sleep 
and Quiet. "Tet before I lay downe in my Straw I sat smoaking of a 
Pipe & discoursing with some of the Ofiicers of the Army about the 
present Affayre who were very Zealous for to Attaq[ue] Quebec still 
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&c but before we had finished we were alarumed The Lieu' General in 
his own person comes to the Door and tells me S' We are ready to dislodge 
which might be about Eleaven of the Clock in the Night Our men were 
generally well lodged Some in houses others in Beds of Dry and Sweet 
hay, warm and asleep y° greatest part of the Camp unless Such as were 
out Sentinels &c but there is no withstanding it the Lieu' Generall saith 
about Eight of the Captains had been with him and desired it & he 
thought we should be assaulted by y'^ Enemy and they might burne and 
set fire to o' beds of Hay &c and S' this had been an Affrighting acci- 
dent and if it had fell out as disturbed fancy makes it we had not onley 
died w"" the principles but the very death of Martyrs — also we had 
been taken and burnt Napping Whereupon we make an Universal 
Muster & take a very Silent March according to o' Orders and good 
Reason to for we are Afrayd to awaken [23] Angry Frontiniack at 
that time of y° Night Our March holds out about 40 or 60 Rodds till we 
came to the River side and there we are encamped upon an Unmerciful 
cold beach within convenient Shot of Several pieces of Swamp very fitt 
for the Enemy &c many of our men I do Assure you just coming from 
bed goe to bed againe upon the Wet and cold Sand ; they lye many of 
them 30 or 40 in a heap like hoggs in a Stye I Challenge them to get 
up and run for a Dram of the bottle a Temptacon fit for Souldiers that 
they might be kept in accon I went to the Lieu' General intreated him 
that we might march away for the North Towne if it was only to keep 
our men Stirring they would else many of them be Spoyled this Des- 
perate cold Night Ensigne Peter Noyce was sent w"" a Scout of men 
to discover how the Passage was he quickly returnes with Word that the 
way was good and very passable for o' field pieces and not long after 
we had a message from the General to the Lieu' General to this pur- 
pose. S' It is impossible for me to Assist yo' Reimbarquing this Night 
the tide so falls out but pray do what you can to encourage yo' self & 
men and pray do you burn and destroy all that you possibly can of the 
Enemies, so far y" Gen" [24] Notwithstanding all these provocations to 
be upon Action here we lye all this cold night under many Solemne 
Circumstances, And perceiving nothing would be attended but going on 
board I told y' Lieu' General I thought his way for the safety and honor 
of his Retreat (least we should loose y° field pieces) would be to send 
for a fleet of Boats and so according to the march of Warr to imbarque 
one Regim' first all together, and with them to carry of four of his field 
pieces, the others according to the Lot of Warr keep their ground to 
answer the Enemy if they should Attaq us and so the other Regiments 
in Order and field pieces with them that we might not be put into con- 
fusion and forced to part with such Gunns and so when day was come 
and the Generals pinnjice came on shoar I went on board with a pur- 
pose to bespeak some comfort for the Souldiers which was soon sent 
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and to give y'' Gen" an Account of the Army, w* which he was very 
much Aggreived when he heard how things were and hardly if possible 
(all Circumstances considered) to be retrieved. 

The Army continues here on Saturday the fourth day from our Land- 
ing and about two houres before Sunset the Enemy Alarme us Some 
small parties of o'^ men are sent out to fight them but with Order not to 
burne any house in the Attempt. Our men beat them from place to 
place up toward y' North [25] Towne and about Sun set o' Companies 
come back to the Headquarters, and the Army begins to Imbarque but 
in the greatest Confusion imaginable and no man must meddle with the 
field pieces, The Lieu' General tells them he had rather loose all y'' field 
pieces then one mans life and therefore bidds the Boates take of the men 
and let the field pieces alone, Some men he layes over the head (as is 
said) Others he threatens very manfully that were about getting the 
field pieces into their Boats that he would lay them over the heads if 
they did not let the Guns alone and get the men off; Alas ! what were 
a few Guns to the Lives of men and so when he had set things in this 
(dis) order he takes a boate and goes of himself But to be short about 
midnight the whole Army gets off and the Field pieces are left to fill 
our faces with Shame & our enemies w* triuph as to our horrour and 
grief we beheld y" next morning and this is the last Error comitted on 
Shore, and all these put together are the true grounds of our over- 
throw in my Opinion 

Upon this does arise two Questions. 

1 Qu. Whither the Shore & especially the field pieces were left 
basely and Cowardly or no? 

Anr. To flee when no man pursues is Cowardise in Triumph and 
this was the Case for a few of our brave Souldjers had beaten the En- 
emy and there is none but their Shaddows left and the Impressions of 
them in a Disordered Phancy. Who then can [26] prove Advocate for 
this base retreate. 

2 Qu. Who was in fault for the loss of five able field pieces com- 
pleatly fitted with Harness and Shot and of about 800 weight apiece, 
who must be blamed ? 

Anr. 1. The Gunners could not be in fault for they were discharged 
because they staying by their Guns might have been killed and better 
loose the pieces then their lives, 

2. The General Gunner that had a Commission over the Guns he 
could not be blamed because his Comisson was but Subordinate to the 
Lieu' Generals Comisson and had the General Gunner medled w"" them 
contrary to the Lieu' Generals Order he had certainly incurred Danger 
of being guilty of any mans life that had perished by the meanes accord- 
ing to our Lieu' Generals Rules in War 

3 It cant be the fault of those men that came w"" perticular Orders 
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to bring them aboard on such Vessells as they belonged too, for they 
shewed their good Will and Attended their Orders, till y^ Lieu' 
General threatned them out of all as is evident upon Sufficient 
Witness. 

4 It was not any fault in the Rearmost of y^ Army Valiant Cap' John 
Marsh Lieu' ffowle and Ensigne Peter Noyce brought of the Rear of the 
Army and it could not be their fault for the Guns were covered with 
the Tide before it was their turnes to get into the Boates, they [27] 
either knew nothing of them or could not get at them without Diving 
so that they cant be blam'd. 

5 It was none of the Enemies fault Neither for they had been driven 
and chased away by our men and never came neer to Disturb o' imbark- 
ing, nay had rather make a Silver Bridge for us flying then to invite or 
provoke our Stay for they did not like our Company so that to draw a 
conclusion from the premises I am ready to resolve it was either the 
Lieu' Gen"* fault or else the fault was in the Guns themselves that they 
being fitted for motion and in danger of falling into the Enemies hands 
did not in the hurry & Crowd of the retreate go on board of the boates 
Themselves. But possibly the Lieu' Gen"* good affection to his mens 
lives wilbe his pardon & Discharge. 

Reply. 1. Were field pieces and mens lives to be bought & Sold over 
a Dish of Coffee by an Inch of Candle then indeed let any man be Rec- 
coned inhumane and Cruel that will not bid more to save a mans life 
then he will bid for five field pieces. Especially when the purse of a 
Countrey must pay y" Purchase But S' we are not now at any Such 
Game w"' Frontiniack. 

Rep. 2 We must know that all the banners & Ensignes of bono' in 
Warr which are the Glory of a Crown, of a Nation, of an Army ought 
Stoutly to be defended with the Peril & loss of mens Lives rather 
then basely to be betrayed or Surrendred into the [28] hands of the 
Enemy and much more then such able field pieces as ours were that 
carry both honour and Safety with them what man in o' Army could 
indure the thought to Attempt the Enemy againe when we have so 
flusht them w"* Apparent Tokens of a Cowardly Spirit in us & 
have furnished them with field pieces so considerable a Strength which 
pieces well improved will be found between two Able Armies to be the 
Odds & Difference of 500 if not a 1000 men ; to have taken them of 
with us had cost our men at the most but a little more Sweat and 
o' Lieu' Gen" but a little more fear if he would have been so valiant as 
to have stayed the Doing of it. 

But now we cannot reckon but upon the Losse of many a life and 
limb to recover them. So that for my private Censure when the blame 
is rightly fixed as I do think it is in these lines there is no less then 
Death deserved ; The Losse of pay and wearing the wooden Sword 
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are but little better then Childrens pay upon Such an Unpardonable 
Omission. 

Thus S' you have from me what I take to be the true grounds of our 
Defeat in o' late Voyage and to conclude if you will take any notice of 
my Observations upon the Providence of god concerning us this then 
hath been much with me that to the best of my Discerning whilst we 
were w* God in the way of Duty God was with us. But when we 
desert our Dutie and buisness we were sent about by God and o' 
Countrey God follows Us with Crosses and Confusion 

[29] S' in at this Door comes our Ruine and by that time the Army 
is on board its so wide open that there is no Shutting of it. Now Now 
indeed the want of Time the want of Amunition and of Field pieces and 
Provision may be Reckoned great Obstructions to o' future Attempts 
that we might think of But how comes this great Scarsitie and famine 
upon Us ? let that be Answered. 

1. The General was extreamely concerned and Says he would 
rather have dyed then so basely have betrayed the bono' of that 
Crowne whose Quarrel we were now in the Defence of &c 

2. He had determined to have had a Councel of War but the 
Weather grew very tempestuous and y'' Case under several Considera- 
cons desperate & concluding to goe for England for the Reinforcing 
the Action falls downe the River against the Upper Towne on y" South 
Shore of Orleans where he held a treat for y' Exchange of Captives 
and being detayned longer then he expected on the 15th of October 
1690 in the Morning gave his Usual Signal which was the firing of a 
Gun for the whole fleet to come to sayle hoping for a Convenient Time 
to settle the Voyage home and his owne for England Imediately when 
he was gotten below y" Narrows But the Wind and Weather came on 
60 Tempestuous that every man was necessitated to Shift for himselfe. 

[30] and this brings us to the sad Conclusion of an hopefull begin- 
ning S' you must Pardon Some Expressions of Immodesty or Such as 
Carry Self Arrogance with them for thej' are the very Native dress of 
matter of fact &c Therefore I use them rather then dress a Discourse 
in another Skin then it was born in and so S' in the Straitness of time 
I bid you farewell 

J W 

23 Decemb' 1690 

P. S. 

S'' I cannot for want of time advantage this Discourse or gratify 
yo' Desires with the 2d perticular praised in y° beginning for w'^'' I 
ask yo' pardon hoping it wilbe done by a Better pen. 
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[31] The Coppy of the Generalls Commissioa 

The Governour and General Court of their Ma''°^ Colony of the 
Massachusetts Bay in New England. 

To S' William Phipps General, Greeting 

"Whereas you are appointed General of all the fforces raised and to 
be raysed for their Ma''"'^ Service in the intended Expedition to Canada 
against the ffrench the declared Enemies of the Crowne of England 
who have likewise appeared to joyne with supply and assist the Indians 
in the making and carrying on of a bloody Warr against their Ma""'. 
Subjects of the Colonies & Plantatons of New England ; And have 
actually made horrid and Barbarous Depradations and Destruction of 
their Lives and Estates. 

Reposing special Trust and Confidence in yo' Loyalty, Courage and 
Conduct 

These are in their Ma"'''. Names to coinissionate and Authorize you 
to take under your Care and Conduct all the said fforces as well the 
Land as Sea Forces and faithfully and dilligently to discharge the Duty 
ofyo' Place, by leading Ordering and Excersising yo'' Iiiferio' Officers & 
Souldjers in Armes ; And to attack take fight pursue plunder kill and 
destroy the said Common Enemie fFrench & Indians by Sea and Land; 
keeping yo' Officers Souldiers and Seamen in good Order, Commanding 
them to obey you as their General according to the Rules and Disci- 
pline of Warr ; And yo' selfe to Observe & obey such Orders and 
Instructions as you shall receive from the Governo' & Councel or 
General Court of this [32] Colony for their Ma""'. Service pursuant 
to the trust reposed in you In Testimony whereof y" Publique Scale of 
the abovesaid Colony is hereunto affixed. 

Dated in Boston the Fourth day of July 1690 In the second yeare 
of the Reigne of o' Soveraigne Lord and Lady William and Mary 
King and Queen of England Scotland fFrance and Ireland, Defenders 
of the Faith &c 

Signed Simon Broadstkeet Gou' 

By Order of y" Gov'no 
& General Court 

Isaac Addington Sed^y. 

The Coppy of y" Generalls Instructions. 
Instructions for S' W" Phipps General 

Whereas you are appointed and Commissionated by the General 
Court of their Ma""' Colony of the Massachusetts Bay in New England 
to take the chief command as General of all the military fforces ship- 
ping and Seamen now provided and fitted out for their Ma""'. Service 
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in the Intended Expedition to Canada against the Common Enemy 
ffrench and Indians. 

Pursuant uuto yo' Said Commission you are to take all the said 
fEorces under yo' conduct and command. And having Embarqued yo' 
Souldiers to take the first Opportunity of fair Wind and Weather and 
Set Sayle on the said Expedition directing yo' course for Canada You 
are to take especial care and command that the holy Worship of God 
be constantly celebrated & attended in daily reading of Gods Word 
and Prayers And [33] that the Sabbath be duly sanctified that so you 
may obtaiue the presence and blessing of God upon yo' undertaking to 
Crowne it with Successe you have the Company and Assistance of some 
Rev'' and worthy Divines to further that worke, unto whom you are to 
show all due respect & kindness. Let all cursing Swearing drunken- 
ness debauchery and all manner of Prophaneness be Suppressed and 
duly punished. Let yo' care be that yo' Souldiers and Seamen be sup- 
plied and allowed Suteable provissions and other necessaries You are 
to take Effectual care that yo' Ships & Souldiers be provided and fitt 
for Service And to prosecute yo' Commission in making what Spoyles 
& destruction you can upon the Enemy ffrench and Indians. You are 
to indeavour what you can to take them by Surprize, exposing yo' owne 
men as little as may be taking Special care in yo' Landing, Marches, 
and Assaults that you be neither Ambuscadoed nor betrayed by the 
Enemy, In case they shall Surrender themselves and ask for quarter 
you are to grant them their Lives, And nothing else but at discretion 
onely, Unless it appeare for their Ma''°^ Service and you be necessi- 
tated to consent to farther Termes. 

Let no inhumanity barbarousness or cruelty be excersised towards 
any and Spare the Lives of as many Women Children and persons not 
actually in Armes as may be. 

[34] In case of misbehavio' in any of yo' OflBcers as unfaithfulness 
in their Trust Cowardise or other misdemeano" giving just cause for the 
Same being so judged by yo' Selfe and Councel you are Impowred to 
remove Such Officer or Officers from thier command and place other ia 
their Roome. 

You are to indeavour an Intelligence & Correspondence with 
fiorces going from Albany and to joyne and Assist each other in any 
Attempt as there may be Opportunity. 

You are carefully to preserve secure and bring away all publique 
Stores great and Small Artillery, Amunition and plunder that shalbe 
recovered from the Enemie. 

If Opportunity p'eSent doe what Spoyle you can upon the Enemy 
in yo' going or Returne So as you do not thereby obstruct the main 
Design e. 

Let the Inhabitants of the Countrey be disarmed and the Souldiers 
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removed if Opportunity present, their fforts & ffortifications be demol- 
ished and doe what you can for weakning of the Enemy and putting 
them out of Capacity to annoy their Ma""'^. Subjects. 

Take all Opportunities to advise the Govrno'' & Councel of your 
proceedings and Success. 

You are to make all possible dispatch to returne home agayne with 
all yo' Ships and Souldiers, if yo' self and Council upon due consulta- 
tion had find you cannot leave some in Garrison upon the Place [35] 
to keep possession thereof without imminent danger of their being cut 
of by the Enemy or lost for want of Supply^ which is referred to the 
good sound discretion of yo' Self and Council, what wilbemost for their 
Ma"°' Service, the charge of Setting forth this Expedition being vast 
and of great Import. 

In case yo' self be removed by death (w^*" god forbid) Lieu' General 
Walley is to take yo' Command. 

In yo'' whole proceeding and raannagem' of this great AfiFayre you 
are to act with the Advice & concurrence of yo' Council or the Major 
part of them who are hereby constituted of the Lieu' General the Ma- 
jors of the Regiments the Rev* Divines Captaines of the Shipps of 
Warr & Military Companyes And in case y" Emergency and necessity 
of any Action so require then to act by the advice of so many as you 
have Opportunity of consulting And in all let your Reliance and de- 
pendance be on the Wisedome Conduct and Arme of the Lord of Hosts, 
with whom alone it is to give Successe. 
Signed 

Sim-: Broadstreet Gou". 

Let yo' Chyrurgions that are placed in y° Hospitall Vessells be fur- 
nished with all Necessaries, and have Sutable Assistance. 

By Order of the Gov' & Council 

Isaac Addington Sec^. 

[36] At a Councel of Warr held on board his Ma"'== Ship the Six 
friends Riding at Anchor in y" River Canada near the Island of 
Orleans October 5th 1690. 

Present The hon'"^ S' William Phips K' Gener' 

The hon'''= John Walley Lieu' General Majo' Nathaniel Wade Majo' 
Samuel Ward Majo' Tho Savage Master Grindal Rawson M' John 
Emerson M' John Hale Cap' Thomas Gilbert Cap' Jos. Eldridge M' 
Jn° Wise Cap' Ephraim Savage Cap' Daniel King Cap' Gregory 
Sugars Cap' Jn° CaroU Cap' George Corwin Cap' Tho : Carter Cap' 
Ebenezer Prout Cap' W" Rayment Cap' John Wing Cap' Joseph 
Wilson Cap' Stephen Crosse Cap* Tho : Andrews Cap' Andrew 
Edmonds Cap' W" Wormall Cap' Jn° Withrington Cap' Stephen 
Greenlefe Cap' Andrew Gardiner Cap' Jn" Marsh Cap' Edward 
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Willey Cap' Nath : Norden Cap* Tho Barnard Cap' Philip Nelson Cap' 
Lieu' Thomas Savage 

The following Summons was read duly considered and ordered to 
be sent to Count Frontiniack or the cheif in Authority At Quebeck by 
the hand of Cap' Lieu' Thomas Savage. 

S' William Phips K' General and Comander in Chief in and over 
their ma""^. forces of New England by Sea and Land. To Count Fron- 
tiniack Lieu' General and Governo' for the French King at Canada &c 
or in his absence to his Deputy or him or them in Chief Command at 
Quebeck. 

[37] The Warrs between the two Crowns of England & France doth 
not only Sufficiently Warrant but the Destruction made by the French 
and Indians under yo' Command and Encouragem' upon the Persons 
and Estates of their Ma''°^ Sulyects of New England without provaca- 
tion on their part hath put them under the Necessity of this Expedition 
for their owne Security and Satisfaclon 

And althd the Cruelties and Barbarities used ag' them by the ffrench 
and Indians might upon the present Opportunity prompt to a Severe 
Revenge yet being desirous to avoid all Inhumane and unchristian like 
Actions and to prevent Shedding of blood as much as may be I the 
aforesd S' W" Phips K' do hereby in the Name and on the behalf of 
their most Excell' Ma"'^ William & Mary King & Queen of England 
Scotland France and Ireland Defenders of the Faith &c and by order 
of their said Ma"^^ Goum' of the Massachusetts Colony in New Eng- 
land Demand a present Surrender of yo' forts and Castles undemolishd 
and the Kings and other Stores unimbezeled with a Seasonable delivery 
of all Captives together w"" a Surrender of yo' Persons and Estates at 
my dispose Upon the doing whereof you may expect mercy from me as 
a Christian according to what shalbe found for their Ma""* Service & 
the Subjects Security w'^* if you refuse forthw"* to doe I am come pro- 
vided and am resolved by the help of God in whom I trust by force of 
Armes to revenge all wrongs & Injuries offered and bring you under 
Subjection to y' Crown of England [38] And (when too late) to make 
you wish you had accepted of the favour tendred. 

Yo' Answer Positive in an houre Returned by yo' owne Trumpet 
with the returne of mine, is required upon the Peril that may ensue. 

To Count Frontenack or to him or thera in Chief Authority at 
Present in Quebeck. 

Another Councel of Warr was held on board y" Six friends October 
13"- 1690. 

Ordered That a Survey be made of the Stores of Ami3nic5n and 
Provisions, and y" Capacity of the Souldiers and a Returne to be made 
to this Councel at the Next Session. 
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This Councel Adjourned themselves until Monday the fourteenth 
Instant 

Monday the 14* Instant proveing very "Windy & unseasonable y° 
Council could not meet according to Adjournment. 

[39] To the Hon'''^ Governour & Council 

The Deposition of Caleb Ray Field Marshal 

Being on shore according to my Duty upon Saturday I understood 
the Lieu' General was minded to draw of the Armie about six of the 
Clock in the Evening I asked the Lieu' Genr" what Orders he were 
pleased to give me he imediately bid me command any Boats to carry 
of the Men as they came and p'sently afterwards the Lieu' General 
was carried by me upon my back into the Boat and then I went to 
command the Boates to take what men came first to the Boates but 
being repulsed and kept of with fhe boats Oares Threatning w"" Hector- 
ing "Words and it was Dark night I was no waies obeyed and had no 
order to draw of any Gun by y*^ Lieu' Gen" but sometimes standing and 
by and by running to and fro in the Water sometimes above my middle 
and thus for two houres and aboue and the whole Orders I had from 
the Lieu' General was when the Pinnace came on shoare to get of the 
Reformados — now having stayed so long in the "Water and no man to 
observe any thing to what I said and being night and Dark and boats 
hastned away I was forced to take my Birth where I could get it. and 
further saith not dated in Boston y' 28"' Nov'"'" ; 1690 

Signed by 

Caleb Rat 

To the hon"=. Simon Broadstreet Esq' & y= hon'''= his Council 
The Deposition of Alexander Smart Humbly Sheweth 
That whereas yo' Servant had a "Warrant granted & directed to him 
for j° Executing [40] the office or place of Master Gunner of all the 
great Guna and Artillery to be put on Shore at or near Quebeck as 
shalbe seen fitt for the Expedition to Canada Signed by the hon'"^ S' 
"William Phips General of all the forces both by Sea and Land &c and 
by vertue of the aforesd "Warrant did receive an Order from the said 
General on board his Ship after the Gunns had been on Shoare two 
dayes to goe on Shore and take charge of the Guns & Artillery accord- 
ingly I went and when on Shoar I asked y* Lieu' General whither his 
Hono' were minded to march forward or against the Towne that I 
might have the Guns ready but he replyed and said he had a mind to 
goe on board againe I desired to know for what he said for Recruit for 
the men who much wanted it and then yo' Serv' replyed there was 
nothing to be had but Salt provisions on board and fresh provisions 
neerer by on Shore And likewise desired that if his bono' were in- 
tended to draw of and goe on board it were best to send of the Guns 
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iirst with the Artillery to w'^'' his hone' replyed by and by and the 
Second time I went to him I told his bono'' it was neer night & requested 
and prayed him to send of ffour of the Guns and keep two on Shoar 
which would be enough to keep of the Enemy to which the Lieu' Genr' 
Replyed he would let it be Dark first and afterwards I saw his hono' 
no more on Shore being the Saturday about Six a Clock at Night but 
inquiring was informed that he was gone of after which Cap' March's 
Company M' Witteridge & my Selfe brought downe to the Waterside 
about Eight of the Clock in the Evening One of the Guns being the 
last Gun and got it into the boat and then were brought all the guns 
down to the Beach but the men crowding so into y° Boats and not 
regarding what I spake to them but all of y"" crying out and saying 
their head & Lieu' General was gone & it was time for the Tayle to 
follow telling me I regarded Guns nJore then their Lives this is a 
Truth Dated in Boston this 27th day of November 1690 

Alexander Smart. 

[41] To the Hon"' the Gouern' & Councill The Deposition of 
Richard Withredge belonging to the Six Freinds ; — 

Being Coinanded by the Generall to goe on shoare & take Charge 
of one gun or feild peece; — upon Saterday evening darke my gun be- 
ing brought downe I made a stir to get my gun of but the Lieuf Gen" 
bid me hush or he would breake my pate if I pereisted & Coinanded 
Silence my Replye was I care not I will have my gun of by the helpe 
of God and stay by it saying the Ennemy had guns to many for us 
already & after a great troble & paines I got the gun of but the L' 
Gen" was all the time Coinanding hush & I should never have been 
able to have gotten it of if I had obeyed his Coinands it was Cap' march 
& some of his Comp" with the master gunner m' Smart & my Selfe y' 
brought the gun downe to the water side being the last gun y' was 
brought downe & the same gun was brought on board & farther sayth 
not dated in Boston y" 28"" Novemb'. 1690 

RiCHERD WhITTREADG 

[42] To the Honble the Governo' & Council 

The Deposition of Simeon Butler 

Going on Shoar by Order and Command of Cap* Joseph Eldridge in 
the long boat to fetch of what I should be commanded to doe by the 
Lieu' General and being on shoar and not seeing y' Lieu' General I 
sent two of my men out of the boat to receive in with other assistance 
the Guns or field pieces and at the same time refusing to take in any 
Souldiers to the doing of which I was oblidged to stand upon Guard y' 
I might be able to receive in the Guns w"^ was my Order and at the 
same time the Souldiers in general Vogue told me it was the Lieu' 
Generals Order to take in Souldjers and I replyed I knew of no such 
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Orders and no man I would take in before the Guns in y* hearing of 
which words of mine the Lieu' General was p'sent and was come 
downe and Answered himself being in a boat by that he would Slash 
me w* his Curtlace if I would not take in the men I told him I would 
be obedient to his Command but that I thought it most needfull to 
bring of the Guns first upon w""" I had his Command to Carry of what 
^Souldjers came saying one mans life was of more worth then the Guns 
and further saith not Dated in Boston y= 28"* November 1690 

Signed by 

Simeon Butlee 

[43] To the Hon"= Governo' & Council the Deposition of W"". Gover 
ordered by Cap' Eldridge to goe on Shore ftir Mannagem' of One Gun 
or Field piece. 

Being on Shore my Gun was removed from place to place for Ser- 
vice and my Gun was placed on the left wing pointing to the Towne 
and upon Saturday about Six a Clock in the Evening our Lieu' Simeon 
Butler comming on Shore about the same time and Seing the Master 
Gunner in the boat I requested s'' Lieu' (being then very 111) to give 
me leave to go off if possible and he said nay for it could not be and the 
boat should come again and take of the Guns with that I went to my 
Gun obeying the Order of the Lieu' General and stood to the same till 
about Eight of the Clock in the Evening staying there not knowing of 
any Removal mine being the third Gun and two brought down before 
my Son being Coxen of the Captains Boat saying father most of the 
Company is got downe and the Lieu' is below to take y° Gun in and 
with that I made all the Dispatch to get some hands to hale my Gun 
downe haling him downe to low water mark I asked for a boat to put 
him in and lying upon my Gun a Considerable time y"^ Water flowing 
much I lay upon the Gun, till she was up to the Muzzle in Water, 
asking why the Gun could not be taken the Answer was that the Lieu' 
General should say all the men should be first taken of for that one 
mans life was more worth then the Guns as the whole Vogue of Soul- 
diers said, not being suffered to call for a Boat and being much indis- 
posed I took the Opportunity to goe off in Cap' Gwin's smal boat to his 
Vessel and afterward to Cap' Eldridge and further saith not Dated in 
Boston the 28'" Novemb' 1690 

Signed by 

William Gotee 

{The End] 
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The second of these papers is as follows : — 

[1] S% — I know you will expect from Mee an account concerning 
the Troubles which this distressed and (except deo^ aTro /iij^av^s shall 
prevent it) perishing Land has for these two or three last years been 
bleeding under. The present war with the French & Indians of Caiiada 
began about two years agoe in y° Time w" S' E. A. was Governor here 
in N : E : [* * * I need not Say to you (for you perfectly understand 
it) y' Hee & his creatures did what They pleased acting by an lUegall 
& Arbitrary Com" from y° Late K : James. As soon as Intelligence 
arrived concerning his present Majesty (y" Pr : of Orange) his Heroic 
undertaking to deliver y° English nation from Popery & Slavery This 
Androsse Emitted or cauSed to bee printed at Boston Janu : 8 1688 
a proclamation ag' y° Invasion from Holland as Hee there calls it charg- 
ing Every. person in N: E: Especially all officers Civill & Military 
that They should to their utmost oppose y' blessed design of y' Prince. 
These things & many other the like did so Exasperate y° People as 
that They rose as one man, & Abdicated Androsse & his Evill Instru- 
ments from y° Government. "Wee really believe y' if he Had continued 
New England & So America would have been in y° French hands ere 
this day This very Androsse] * in a Time of Peace did Some acts of 
Hostility ag' the French belonging to Acady taking from M*' Casteen 
what Arnunition & trucking cloth &c. could bee found in his house. 
That Mounseiur having married the Daughter of an Indian Sagamore, 
it was by all men of Sense concluded that y= French & Indians (who 
are neither of Them guilty of forgetting wrongs) would revenge that 
Injury. 

What S' Ed' Design was, or w"" Hee thought it his Interest to grati- 
fye, or who set him awork thus to Involve New England in those 
Miseries & Devastations which have since & thereupon insued, God & 
Hee can tell & y° discoveries of j" great day will manifest to all y" 
world. But as to the bloud which has bin shed, it is certain ye French 
& Indians were y° first Aggressors ; th6 which of y* two have bin 
most barbarous it is hard to say. Both Papists & Pagans and a sort 
of men as bad or worse than Either of Them, who pretend to bee 
Protestants were Inraged at y° Revolution in England & so w* us in 
N. E. Wee were quickly sensible y' y° Dragon was wroth & y' y° 
Remnant in this wildernesse who were desireous to keep y' comand- 
ment of God were in danger [2] to bee carried away w* a flood. For 
in y' year 1689 the Heathen Instigated by French Idolaters did w* fire 
& Sword, make y° Plantations in y" Eastern parts of New England 
desolate, captivating many of y' English belonging to y' Province of 

1 The part of the communication within brackets is written on the preceding 
blank-page, with this memorandum in the margin: "refer to page 1." • » * 
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Mayn, & many likewise within y' Government of New York. W" 
things were brought to this Extremity, it was high time for us in 
New England not only to think of defending our Selves but of Dis- 
lodgeing or Subjecting Such ill Neighbours and Enimies to y^ Crown of 
England, as well as of His Maj''"'^ good Subjects in New England. 

Wherefore in may Last, a small fleet was sent from Boston under 
y^ Conduct of y' worthy & valiant Knight S' W" Phips in order to 
bring Acadye (y' w"^"" was formerly called Nova Scotia) into Subjection 
to y^ English Crown which was Soon done. The French Governor & 
Souldiers there being brought prisoners to Boston^ The Planters w""" 
had not bin concerned in shedding blood Sware alleigance to K: W: 
& Q : M This territory however sleighted by some mea ill affected 
towards y° present Gov' in England may bee Improved so as to bee 
Exceedingly advantagious to y° English Crown & nation. But the 
Chief Strength of y^ French in these pts is in Canada. That has bin 
y° Source of N: Englands Late Calamities. From thence had y' 
bloudy Indians their Supplyes of Amunition. There dwell y° men 
y' murdred so many Innocents amongst us, w*out any maner of 
wrong or provocation on o' parts.'^ And considering y' war was now 
proclaimed between y° Crowns of Engl : & France It was conceived 
y' it would bee a great service for their Majestyes [3] ; as well as an 
undertaking absolutely necessary for our own safety (and Salus Populi 
Suprema Lex) to Endeavor y° Extirpation or Subjugation of y^ French 
& Indians, who by ye bloudy Instigation of fiery Jesuits, were desigu- 
ing no Lesse ag' us & Consequently ag' all ye English America. It 
was y° concurring resolution of all y"^ Colonies in N : E : w"" New York 
to attack Canada at once both by Sea & Land A thousand English w* 
1500 Indians under y" Conduct of Maj : Generall Winthrop were to 
go over Land & fall upon Mont Eeal one of ye Principal towns in 
Canada. 

The English Companies marched as far as y° Lake but some of y° 
few Jacobites w'^'' are in this pt of y" world, had bin tampring w* y° 
Indians to dissuade them from Joyning w"" y° English ag' ye ffrench, 
also j" Small Pox brake out amongst Them so that the greatest pt of 
Those Indians did not appear according to Promise & Expectation, 
which So far discoraged Maj : Winthrop yt he returned agn. only 40 
resolute English then & Some Indians w"* them went over y° Lake and 
after They had done Considerable damages to the ffrench came home 
very much blaming y° others for not going w* Them. In ye mean 
time a fleet was fitted at Boston to fall upon Quebeck y° Cheif Citty in 
Canada w'* above 2000 Souldiers under y' Comand of S' W" Phipps 

1 Excepting what was done by their good Christian S' E. A. whom (as our 
released Prisoners inform us) ye Priests & Jesuits in Canada pray for by name 
Every day. 

89 



306 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Nov. 

as General. They waited till August for further Supplies of Amuni- 
tion from England having Early in y" Spring sent a sloop to London 
for Powder &c. which by reason of a generall Imbargoe [4] there is 
not returned to us till this day, which provd a very unhappy delay. 
This fleet set Sayle from Hull near Boston in N : E : August 9 : 1G90 
The shipp called 6 friends was Admiral, in w^"* were 44 great Guns & 
200 men in company w* 31 Sayle of other ships. I have seen a diary 
giving a true & exact account of their motion & proceedings Every day. 
It wd perhaps bee tedious if Every thing therein contained sh"" bee re- 
lated. Neverthelesse, for yo' Satisfaction I have caused y" particulars 
of some dayes actions to bee transcribed & y'' are y'^^ w* follow 

August 1 1 : This day y" General ordered y" Division of our fleet 
into severall Squadrons as is here Exprest And issued out his order to 
y" vice & Rear admiral to send him an account of all sea men & armes 
on board each vessel in their several Squadrons besides their land forces 
& their Armes likewise Sent a Leiutenant to performe y'^ Same in his 
own Squadron. 

A list of yeir Majesties Fleet under y^ Coinand of the Honourable 
S'. W" Phipps K' General & Coinander in Chief in & over all their 
Majesties forces by sea & land bound on y" present Expedition for 
Canada. 

Admiral's Squadron 



[5] 



Ships names 




Coraanders names 


Six friends 


— 


Cap : Gregory Sugers 


John & Thomas 


— 


Cap : Thorn : Carter 


Return a fire ship 


— 


Capt : Andr : Knott 


Lark 


— 


Capt : John Walley 


Batchelor 


— 


Capt. Thom : Gwynne 


Mary 


' — 


Capt. John Raynsford 


Elizabeth & mary 


— 


Capt. Caleb Lamb 


Mary Anne 


— 


Capt Gregory Sugers Juni' 


Hanny & Mary 


— 


Cap : Thomas Parker 


Friendshipp 


— 


Capt : Windsor 


Ebijah 


— 


Capt : Elias Noe 


Swallow : 




Capt : Tho : Lyzenby 


VICE 


admiral's 


i Squadron 


Swann 





Cap: Tho: Gilbert 


Swallow : 




Capt: Small 


Samuel 


— 


Cap : Sam : Robinson 


Delight 


— 


Capt: Ingerston 


Mary 


— 


Capt : Jonathan Balston 



Beginning — Cap : Samuel Elsoe 
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Speedwell — Cap : Barger 

Mary fflower — Capt Bowdick 

Boston Merchant Cap : michael Shute 

Willi & Mary Capt. Peter Ruck 

Reeb Admirals Squadron 

America merchant : Capt: Jos : Eldredge 

Capt : Febershear 

Lark — Cap: Walk 

Union — Cap : Brown 

Adventure — Cap : Tho : Barrington 

Kathrine — Cap : Tlio Berry 

Fraternity — Cap : Elias Jarvis 



Cap : will Clutterbuck 



Successe — Cap : John Carlisle 

Batchelor — Capt: Edw"" Ladd 

[6] August 14 In the afternoon wee sailed by ragged Island, Port 
Mattoon &c in Nova Scotia. The next day wee came ag' Spencers 
Iseland which is 40 leagues to ye eastward of Canso : S' W™ Phips 
Issued out an order y' wn j" Admiral shd spread his Jack in y* mizan 
topmast shrouds, every ship & vessell should fall into their line & 
keep a convenient distance one from another. 

August 17 : This morning y° westward part of y'= Island of Cape 
Brittoon bare north of us distance about four leagues ; wee stood east- 
ward till lO*". our fleet being Scattered & ye weather something sus- 
pitious wee Lay by to bring y^ fleet together, & stood to y* nortward, 
untill four clock in y'' Afternoon, & y" tackd had but little wind & yt 
North Easterly wee lay y" E : S : E : being near y" shear of cape 
Brittoon. 

August 20 : Indiflferent fair weather o' lattitude y' day by observa- 
tion 46? 23' : the body of y'=, Eastward End of Cape Brittoon bare west 
of us : distance 4 leagues at 5 Clock Evining wee tackd to eastward & 
lay E : N : E y^ wind N : Small gale y° Southermost Islands bore 
S : S : W And y^ Northermost land which wee saw (wch also was 
an Island bore N : N : W : in y° Night wee had very little wind & 
sometimes calm, the Current set so strong to y' southward, y' by day- 
light wee had lost 4 Leagues from the Place of our departure in y' 
Evining : 

August : 23 at 6 this Evining our men at y° topmast head s* They 
saw a Sloop ahead w'upon y' General gave order y' y' sloop Swallow 
shd take in 30 or 40 men from on board y° Admiral on board y° Ad- 
miral under y' Comand of Leiutenant Rob^ : Pickerton & to make all 
y° sail possible to a farther discovery of y° S"* Sloop & Cap : Thom : 



308 MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL SOCIETY. [Nov. 

Carter was ordered to make chase [7] and if Hee could see the sloop 
to make a signal by Clewing up his Topgallant Sailes Divers of our 
small vessels yt sayled best chased too : At 12 clock night y° middle- 
most of y° Ram Islands bore of us north o' Latt : by observat" : is 
47° : : 12' : having a fresh gale East : The westermost of these Islands 
is Large y' rest Small, indifferent high five in number. 

August 25 this Day y° Gen" sent M' Joh : Winslow on board ye 
Mayflower Capt Bowdich com' w* an Order to convey D' Barton w* 
his Chest from thence on board the ship John & Thomas Capt : Carter 
Com' w'^'' was done accordingly. In y° morning wee made Sail & 
found that this Land Lieth in y° Bay of Heat, w'^'' is a deep bay y' 
runs into ye westward of Cape w"'out Hope w'^'' is a Low Land but a 
fair shear and good Soundings wee had 15: & 16: fathom about a 
League from y' shoar untill wee come to y^ eastermost end of y° Low 
Land & then Deep water. Here wee caught much Codfish : 

This morning y= General sent to Capt" Gilbert to acquaint him yt 
Hee did intend w* a Brigantine & sloop to sail into y° Bay, w''' Lay 
ahead of us & thereupon ordered him to sail fair & Easye along y* 
shore & to keep all y' fleet together the same alsoe y'' Gener" sent to 
Cap' : Eldridge relateing to his Squadron : 

When wee past y" Lowland wee Saw y" Land towards y" Cape to 
bee very high, & is seen over y' Low Lands. In y'* Low Land there 
show like many Rivers & Inlets at Noon o' Lattitude by observation is 
48°-5'. At 6 Clock iu y= Evining y' Cape bore N : N: E. & y= Island 
wthout it N : E : b : E till 12 Clock & then wee hailed up N. N. E ye 
wind at W : fair weather 

[8] This Evining about Sun Sett our Sloop came up w"* us agn w*^"" 
had bin wanting from Satarday morning shee did not come up w* nor 
see y" sloop shee went after At y° South End of this Cape is a hole 
Like an Arch thr6 wch a boat may Sail wch also is an Island called 
Parse 

August 11. This morning it began to rain about 3*. & thick weather 
y° wind N : E : but y* day prov'd indifferent fair. At noon y° North- 
ermost Cape of y' Entring of y' Gulph of Canso bore of us S : the wind 
at N : E : At two Clock this afternoon the Wind came Northerly & 
fair weather. At 6 this Evining the westward Land wee Saw bore of 
us betwixt N W : b W. N N : W y^ wind N W & N N W : wee stood 
to the Northward all night 

^^ Here is about 20 degrees variation of y° Compasse Easterly 

Aug : 29 : This day y" Gen" : taking notice that diverse of the ffleet 
had not observed orders formerly given respecting their Lights & y' y" 
kept not y^'' due station in sailing but Scattered Themselves very 
much a sunder, thereby both Exposing Them selves to y'^ Enemy, And 
also very much hindering y" whole fleet in their way was pleased to 
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Issue ye following order Directing one of y" to Each CoSander in ye 
Feet ; viz : 

By y' Hono'"= S' W" Phipps K' Generall wr as I am informed y' 
several vessells in y° Fleet do carry Lights in y° night contrary to 
order by w'''' means several have mistaken & have followed a wrong 
Light, These are therefore strictly to Charge you that you carry no 
Light w*^* may openly [9] bee seen, unlesse it bee in foul weather ; 
And y" according to your order you are to carry a Light Alsoe w" I 
tack, you are to Answer by shewing a Light, wch you are to take in 
wn I take in mine, that so I may know whether y= fleet tack or noe. 
Also you are to take care to keep close in your Stations as you will 
answer the Contrary at yo' perill. 

Given under my hand on board y° 6 ffriends this 29 August 1690 

WiLLiAsi Phips 

This twenty four Hours wee have been turning between Anticosta 
& y' main, being forced to lie by a great part of y' time to gett our 
fleet together. Several! of them being 3 leagues to ye leeward of us. 
At 6 this morning wee tackt to y' Eastward the wind being northerly 
& at 12 clock wee tackt to y' westward & had Indifferent fair weather 

August 31 : wee having been for several dayes past turning between 
Anticosta & ye main, & finding wee got nothing. At 9 clock this day 
wee bore up y° Helm to look for a road at or near y° Isle Perse y* 
wind at N. N. W. a fresh gale & coming about y° Northward point of 
ye Bay wee saw a shallop at Anchor, wee sent o' barge to Endeavo' to 
take her. Cap' : Eldridge being nearer y= shallop y" wee Hee Sent his 
boat also but y' shallops men slipt their cable & put y° shalloppe on 
shoar and all y° man got on shoar & ran into y° woods in such hast y' 
They left y"' Arms & all behind Them. Capt : Eldridges men took 
the shallop Laden w"* ffish w' upon wee bore up ag" to look for an 
anchoring place & & found ye Next bay to ye Isle of Pei'se was a 
fair Bay to Anchor in. where wee Anchored w"* our whole fleet [10] 
in 17 fathom water and had ouse ground, about five a clock afternoon. 
Soon after Major Savage Capt Gilbert Capt Eldridge & others came 
on board y° Admiral, wee sent o' barge & sloop to search & view the 
bay, who found the ruins of a small town Lately burnt & 2 or 3 old 
houses w* o' men fired About 10 clock it proved an hard storm of 
wind at N : N : E : our best bower Cable dealt w' upon Imediately wee 
Let goe our sheet Anchor but c"^ not bring up o' Ship so wee were forced 
to Let Slip & goe to Sea & stood of w* o' fore sail & mizan divers other 
ships of our fleet being put of also. By midnight wee were clear of 
Bonaventure Island. 

Septenf 2 Soon after daybreak wee weighed & stood towards y" 
place where wee let go our Anchors but y' wind failing wee returned. 
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The general sent an order for y'^ fleet to come down to him & m'' y' 
signal for y° Coinanders to come on board y" Admiral About 9 a clock 
y' Getieral Leiutenant General & Divers others went on shoar on 
Bonaventure Island where wee got water & wood, wee there found 
divers fishing stages & flakes, also, several piles of dry fish & much fish 
upon y'^ flakes & on y" ground Spread & Spoiled by y= weatlier the 
houses also y' had been y' were burnt, not a ffrench man could wee see 
tho wee searched y*' woods The Gen" : having set up his maj''"^' flag on 
y= s"^ Island gave order about y"=, wood water & fish &. y" return'd oa 
board & from thence went on Shoar on ye main & return'd about 4 
Clock. This day o' barge & pinnace returned on board & gave an 
account y' [11] They Saw some Cattle & a small matter of Plunder 
wch They sent on board but could see no ffrench Person, upon ye 
main is a good fishing place & much dry fish 

Septemb : 5 This morning wee discovered a Sail more y" our fleet 
ahead of us. The Gen"sent his barge w* Lieutenant Pickerton & his pin- 
nace w* L' Dickerson. the barge came first up w* y*^ vessell w'^'' proved 
to bee a Bark come from Quebeck to lade fish at y'' Isle of Perse. The 
bark fired & wounded L' Pickerton & one man more, our Barge made 
hast to y" shoar o'' men took y" Bark & brought Her away but all y° 
men Escaped. In y= evening o' boat took also a shallop w* four french- 
men w'='' had been from Quebeck Eleven dayes. The men upon Exam- 
ination declared y' y^ Inhabitants of Quebeck w' in a low Condition for 
want of Provision our men Sank y'^ shallop. This 24 hours y" wind 
has bin variable most p' northerly This day wee took out y'' fish fi'om 
y° shallop formerly taken & then fired the shallop & turned her adrift. 

Septemb: 6 This morning wee had y= wind at E N E a fine gale 
and as wee were standing along the Shoar, wee Espied a small bark 
rideing under y° Land whereupon wee mann'd our barge & sent Her in 
Several othe boats went alsoe wee Saw y^ French landing as fast as 
They could & wn They were landed They fired at o' men, Several of 
o' men landed and fired upon The French w° presently fled into the 
woods. This bark also came from Quebecke to lade fish at Isle Perse ; 
our men Seing no likelyhood of getting of y' Bark Set her on fire & 
burnt her what y^ French had carryed on Shoar wch was not much our 
men took They also burnt a shallop lyeing hard by. in y^ afternoon 
y' wind came Northerly & continued so all night 

[12] September 19 : This morning wee had fair weather the wind 
westerly in y" night wee Lost ground at 2 afternoon find it was tide of 
Ebb wee came to an Anchor under y^ round mountain on y' South side 
in 17 fathom water y' Bound mountain bore S E y' west p' bore W 
S "VV & y" Island of y" west p' bear west : this is a good bay to stop in 
for y' tide of Ebb & not lesse y" 12 fathom water within 2 miles of y° 
shoar & good ground In this bay near the shoar is a small island w""* 
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our Boat went round y° main and it. there is also a Small River where 
our People saw some indians w"" put out a flag of truce and o' men an- 
swered Them w* another but c'* not come to speak w* Them, wee 
were told by o' french Prisoners that about y° eastermost p' of this bay 
are 2 or 3 fishing houses w' are french inhabitants. In y° night wee 
weighed Anchor (having stopped there for ye tide of Ebb) ye flood 
being made, a small gale S. 

Septem : 20 The wind being westerly wee stood over to ye North 
Shear w' wee saw three of o' fleet at Anchor under y^ land w* w' Capt 
Knott Cap. Shute & Capt : Brown who had lyen there 8 dayes — At 5 
afternoon wee Anchored in y^ Same Bay on ye North side in 17 fathom 
water good ground & about 3 miles from y° Shear. Cap' Gilbert & 
Some others of y" fleet being in Companye y^ wind at W S W, This is 
a good river to Anchor in being bound either up or down y^ river lying 
in this Bay y'' Round mountain on y^ South side bore of us S : E y° 
west p' S W b W. by o' observation here made of the tides wee find 
it flowes S S W at y° full & change [13] of y' moon at y'' shear but 
in y^ oflSng it runs longer 

Septem 26 This morning y* boats returned w* y° Prize (w'='' we 
yesterday espied & y'' went after) 6 men & 3 women were taken 
prisoners (as also some small plunder) w° gave account y' y^" met w* 
several houses on Shoar w""" They cleared. The Gen" gave order to 
Capt Clutterbuck & Capt Ingerston to weigh & sayl up the river on 
y° north & south side of y"" North Chanell & to keep their lead going, & 
to wave y''" Jack respectively so many times as They had fathom, and 
in case They mett with any danger so as y' y° Admiral could not follow 
Them y" They are to fire a gun. The general alsoe sent a french Pilot 
on boar Each of Them w* this order, this day proved Calm So y' 
wee could not stemme y" tide but were driven down about a league & 
wee came to an Anchor on y^ South shoar in 20 fathom water where 
wee lay quiet near Hare Island. The french prisoners told us yt this 
was y° best side to anchor in 

Septem: 27 This morning y° lawes & ordinances of war were 
Published on bord y° Admiral by beat of Drum. About 9 of Clocke 
wee weighed Anchor. Soon after wee received Intelligence y' Lieut : 
Goffe had last night taken another boat w*out harm having wounded 
four of y° Enimy. wch boat came from Quebecke three dayes since to 
meet ye fleet w'^'' They supposed to bee the fFrench fleet, wch mistake 
of theirs gave us some Intelligence. Small wind & a small floud this 
day ab' San sett wee Anchored on y* South side of y° North Channel 
w* is about the middle of y* River in 20 fathom the place wee 
Anchored in is called y' English Bank 

October i At 9 a clock this morning wee weighed ye wind being 
Easterly & past by St Pauls w""* lyes in a Bay over ag' y° west End 
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of Coodra 14 where are Several Houses & a farm of y° Bishops wee 
gave an Huzza & past along at 4 afternoon wee Anchored about 3 
leagues above St Paules in 14 fathom water near y^ North Shoar 
this morning dyed Dr Edw"*' on board y' Hospital Capt : Balston 
having last night lost all his Anchors & Cables y'' General gave order 
to Capt Gilbert to spare him an Harser & Capt Eldredge an Anchor. 
Tills day wee put out English Colours 

October 5 This morning y^ General determined that the worship of 
God should begin early & accordingly at 8 a clock wee were called 
togetlier but in time of singing wee heard Guns on Shoar The french 
about 8 or 10 in Number fired at o' boat being gone ashore for water, 
one of o' men had a small wound. At 10 a clock wee weighed a fresh 
Breeze coming up at East w* brought us along by y^ North Shoare 
in 7. 8: 9. 10. fathom water up to Orleans then Hailing Southerly 
wee past by y' East End of Orleanse coming up w"' a town wee gave 
y" 3 huzza's w* noise of Trumpets & drums the wind & weather con- 
tinuing very fair & pleasant & all o' fleet were together wee soon past 
another town on Orleanse. wee sent a flagg of truce to y^ shoar & y? 
French came to o' men and told Them They w'' come on board but 
y' y'' were under coinand & cd not do It w^out orders Soon after wee 
came to an Anchor y° Tide failing & y" y" general calling a councell of 
war on board y° admiral at w'^'' councell y° [15] following Sumons was 
agreed on to send to Quebecke 

Sr W" Phips K' Generall & Comander in Cheif in & over y^'' 
Majesties forces of New England by sea & land 

To Count Fronteneack Leiu' Generall & Governor for ye French 
K : at Cannada &c or in his absence to his Deputy or to him or Them 
in Cheif Coinand at Quebeck 

The wars between y" two crowns of England & ffrance doth not only 
sufficiently warrant But ye destruction made by ye French & Indians 
under yo' Coinand & encouragement upon' ye persons & Estates of 
y"' Majesties Subjects of New England w^ut provocation on their 
p' has put them under y° necessity of this Expedition for their own 
Security & Satisfaction. And although y° Cruelties & Barbarites 
used ag' Them by y'= French & Indians might upon y' present oppor- 
tunity prompt to a severe revenge, yet being desireous to avoyd all 
inhumane & uuchristiaulike actions, And to prevent shedding of Bloud 
as much as may bee 

I the afores*^ S' W"" Phips K' do hereby in y" name & on y' behalf 
of their most Excellent Majesties William & Mary King & Queen 
of England Scotland France & Ireland Defenders of y° Faith & By 
order of y^'' s* Majesties Governm* of y° Massachusets Colony in New 
England demand a present Surrender of yo' forts & Castles unde- 
molisht & y"^ Kings & other Stores unimbezzeld w* a seasonable De- 
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livery of all Captives ; Together w* a surrender of all your persons 
& Estates at my Dispose; upon y° doing w' of you may Expect 
mercy from Mee as a Cliristian according to [16] wliat shall bee found 
for yeir Majesties service & y° Subjects Security wch if you refuse 
forthw"' to doe, I am come provided & am resolved by j' help of 
God in w™ I trust by force of armes to revenge all wrongs & Injuries 
offered & bring you under Subjection to y° Crown of England. And 
when too late make you wish you had accepted of y^ favor tendered 

Yo' Answer Positive in an houre returnd by yo' own Trumpet 
^th ye feturn of mine is required upon y' perijl that will Ensue 

To Count ffronteneack or Him or Them in y° government at present 
In Quebecke. 

October 6 This morning y' General sent Cap' Lieutenant Savage 
w"" y° Suinons who was mett w* by a flagg of truce. Hee delivered 
y" Suinons to Count ffranteneack & brought answer yt they wd not 
Surrender but would fight it out. y° Answer was not in writing but 
by word of mouth, viz. S' W" Phips & those with Him were Hereticks 
& Traytors to their King, & had taken up w* that usurper y= Prince 
of Orange, & had Seysed y^ good Christian S' Edm : Androsse, whom 
King James had appointed Governor, & y' if S' Edmond had continued 
in his Gov"" New England and y° French had been one. And y' no 
other answer was to bee Expected from Him but what should bee from 
y^ mouth of his Cannon. This morning was Spent about furnishing 
our Men with arms & amunition iu order to land by y" first oppor- 
tunity : At 8 clock at night y' General sent y^ marshall to summons 
all y" Captains of [17] sliips & foot Companies & all y' masters of 
y" small Vessels to wait on him on board y" Admiral by 2 Ho's before 
day there to receive his farther orders about Landing. 

October 7. At 4 Clock this morning y' several Captains, Masters, 
ministers, Doctors, came on board y' Admiral and after y' Consult 
y'' ships of war Sent all y° land men on board y' small vessels in order 
to land, Among whom Capt Ephraim Savage wth about 60 men on 
board a french Bark w* Wee had taken before, ran aground near 
y= North Shoar about two miles from Quebeck & could not gett of 
but Lay there that tide. The french & Indians Seing Them lye 
there. They came near & fired thick upon Them & Cap'" Savages men 
answered from on board roundly, mean while the Admirals Anchor 
coming home wee Weighed & came further up & nearer to Them wee 
brought a gun to bear upon y" Enimy which made Them to run & 
others also from on board their Vessels fired at Them. The Enimy 
brought from town a field piece & planted it against the Bark, & about 
2 or 300 men. Wee Judged y= Bark & men would unavoidably bee 
lost in regard y' wind blew so hard y' no help could bee Sent Them. 
But Cap' Emmes levelled 3 or 4 of o' Guns at y" w* made Them hasten 

40 
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away w* all Speed. And w" y" flood came wee perceived y* Bark to 
move w^'' made us hope They wd gett of. Little of Action more was 
done y^ day. This day & Especially in y' night was Such a storm of 
wind y' wee feared our Ships & vessels wd drive & wee could not send 
to y' Bark to know how They faired 

[18] October 8* Early this morning y^ General Sent his pinnace to 
y' Bark w" wee Saw was before gott of into deep water. The Gen" 
Employed Carpenters to make wheel barrows Each to carry two Pat- 
eraro's to march before our Men. About 8 a clock Capt Savage came 
on board ye general & gave him an account y' not a man of y"" hurt, And 
y' They were resolved if the Enimy had not drawn of Every man to 
run on shoar & drive Them from thence & take possession of a good 
house hard by & garison itt till help came to y" : 

Yesterdays action mightily Encoraged all o' men & this day prov- 
ing fair makes long to bee on shoar. about i a clock our men Landed 
not far fi-om y° place where y° Bark was on ground & drew up into a 
Body. About 4 a clock y' 4 Men of war drew near y° Town, wee 
fired smartly about four hours Space. Wee had only one man killd & 
6 wounded on board ye Admiral. Wee drove up into y° mouth of 
Quebec river by y" South side of y° town where wee Lay Still all 
night : 

October 26 By day Light wee were under sail & Stood towards a 
French vessell & hailed Her But understood not their answer and 
fearing y" tide might shoot us past Her wee dropt our Anchor & fired 
two Coinanding Shot at Her but They soon hailed up their boat & 
came to us. the Boat bro' us Cap : Edw : Willey who gave y'^ Gen" an 
account y' y" vessell was a french Barque, w'"" Hee w"' his Companye 
had taken ye daye before y^ brought y'= Master aboard w° told y" Gen" 
Hee came from [19] Rochel y° 8* of August Last That y^ came out 
Loaden w"" pork & flower & salt for Quebecke, w"' 4 other Sayle. 
The Masters name Nicholas Blacksean y° j essels name y' Nostre- 
dames Conception of Rochel y° Gen" Sent y° 'Leiutenant on board her 
w* order to bring her to Sail & follow him. wee lay by most part of 
y° day for Her, but Shee came not to us : At S"" wee shortened Saile 
& kept abroad our Light. The Next day wee took y^ prize, into a 
Tow. 

But I shall not trouble you w* more of this Journal. The particu- 
lars Excerped will I doubt not afford you Some Satisfaction. 

On October 7* Wee attempted to Land our Men, but by a storme 
were prevented, few of y° boats being able to row ahead But j° next 
day They Landed. The Small Pox was now got into y" ffleet. It was 
necessary y' many should remayne in o' Ships, y' so y° Sick might not 
want due attendance ; so y' not above 1400 effective men went on shore 
under y° Conduct of Major Walley. Four Companies were drawn out 
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by him as forlorns, w'^'' were entertained on both Sides w* firings at 
Them, upon one wing o' men Saw y™ lurking in bushes & Shot at 
Them but on y' other Wing & in most places, y° Enimy had y" first 
Shott, & from a village over a Creeke on y" right wing y' was a p''' 
wch galled us more y" y° rest, But o'^ Shouting & rushing upon y° 
Enemy at once They run away from us as fast as o' legs could carry 
Them & got into Swamps & Thickets to hide Them Selves, wee con- 
tinued o' [20] march untill it was dark : upon Enquiry what damage 
wee had received wee found that not above 4 men of ours & above 20 
of y° Enimy were killed, And wee since understand that their Hospital 
is full of wounded men. And yt They had 7 or 800 who Lay in am- 
buscado for us at our landing but a terror fell upon Them y' They run 
before us. This Evening a french deserter came to Us & Informed y' 
y' were above 600 Frenchmen hid in a Swamp at our comeing ashore 
& yt Wee had killed one of their Captains & other officers That 900 
were come from Quebecke & in yeir march towards us & y' They were 
over y° River but that Seing us land So suddenly, & yt y"* French sent 
to w* Stand us were beaten They retreated. Hee also told us yt y° 
Earl of Frontenack was come down w* y" Governor of mont Real, the 
Intendant &c & y' not lesse than 3000 men were in Quebecke. This 
quite dispirited Maj' Walley y' Hee could think of Nothing but an 
Hono'"'' retreat, o' Souldiers prayed That They might go on, profess- 
ing yt They had rather loose their Lives than not take y'^ town : one 
of y" Chaplains (m' John Wise) Encoraged Them very much & y^ Ex- 
perience They had of y' Frenchmens flying before Them was Intimation 
Enough y' They had Cowards to deal with. But what is an army of 
Lyons w" They must not go on Except a frighted Hart shall lead 
Them: 

Whilest These things were doing on shore S' W"" Phips w* His men 
of warr came Close up to y° Citty Hee did acquit himself w"" y' great- 
est bravery I have diligently enquired of those that know it who 
affirm there was nothing wanting on his Part [21] Either as to Con- 
duct or Courage. Hee Ventured w"' in PistoU shott of their canon, & 
Soon beat them from thence, & battered y^ Town very much. He was 
for Some hours warmly Entertained w"* their great Guns. The vessel 
wherein S' W" Coinanded had 200 men. It was shot thr& in an hun- 
dred places w* shot of 24 pound weight ; yet thr6 y° wonderfull provi- 
dence of God, but one man was killed & two mortally wounded in that 
Hott Engagement, w'"* continued y'= greatest p' of y' night & y' next 
day several hours 

After this Sir William sent on shear to know y" Condition that y' 
forces there w' in. Answer was returned y' several of their men w' so 
frozen in their hands & feet so as y' They were disabled from Service 
& many of Them fallen sick of y° Small Pox. Hee therefore ordered 
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Them on board to refresh Them selves, designing another attacque on 
y' Enetnye y° next day. But then a storm arose wch separated o' fleet ; 
& a great Snow fell & y' Cold was So Extreme y' wee could not w* 
Safety continue Longer in y° River 

The greatest p' of o' fleet are arrived Safe at Boston Novem: 19: 
But six of o' vessels are not yet home, wee know not w' They are ; 
but they are well Supplied w* provisions, only in some of them there 
many sick. The nest that wee can suppose is, that by y* Strong N : W : 
winds They may be driven to ye western Islands. Wee have not Lost 
SO (so farr as I can understand not 20) men in all by y" Sword : But 
y° Small Pox & a malignant feaver has carried of 150 of o' Souldiers 
Some of Them persons of great worth. Since o' Army Left Cannada 
Six or Seven Sagamores have made [22] overtures for Peace. The 
English Captives whom They sent upon yt Errand Say that y° Indians 
have lost many of their men & Some of Principal note : yt j^ are in 
Streights for Powder, y° French not being at Present able to Supply 
ym, & yt y'' Expresse Them Selves weary of ye warr. Wee are assured 
by Letters w"" wee have taken written by a French Priest yt ye Mo- 
hawks have lately killed above 900 of y° French. Thus have I (in as 
few words as I could) given you a true ace' concerning y^ Expedition 
agt Canada w"='' has made Such a noise in y° World. Give mee 
Leave to make some Bemarques j' on, & I shall trouble you no 
farther. 

1 The New Englanders were necessitated unto this undertaking The 
flFrench in conjunction w* y° Indians had burnt many of their planta- 
tions & murthered many of their friends before ever They shed one 
drop of french blond. Wee are informed y' a 1000 bosslopers (or mon- 
grel french begat on Indian women) were Intending to destroy most of 
y" Towns in N. E. this Suiner, had not this Expedition ag' Canada 
prevented Them on which account ye attempt ag' Quebeck has not bin 
Charge & labor wholly lost. Should there bee a peace between y' two 
Crownes of England & France y° Jesuits wd w"" their Artifices prevayle 
w'* y° Indians to bee continually molesting & ruining o' towns. So 
y' wee cannot but conclude w"", delenda est Carthago. 

2 This design of y'" Maj'>'°^ Loyal Subjects in New England was 
generous & at first well & wisely contrived. To do So much for y' 
Enlargem' of ye King's Dominions was a noble & laudible undertaking. 
In magnis voluiste Sat Est. But here was more y° a good will for y" 
accomplishing of a great Enterprise 

[23] The design was so well formed y' had not several things fallen 
out w"^*" could not possibily bee foreseen & w* it was not in y° Power 
of men to prevent wee are morally certain y' all Canada had bin in o' 
hands at this day. Had Major Winthrop with His Connecticot & New 
York forces marched on to mont Real, or had Hee but stayed at y' Lake 
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to have divided y' Enimies strength (which He was urgently pressed 
unto by y' Massachusets) Quebeck could have made Little or no re- 
sistance. But it was not in our power to prevent y" Small Pox from 
those Indians who are in ffriendship w"" us Just at ye time w'^'" They 
should have come to o' assistance ag' y° French which was one great 
occasion of Maj' Winthrops discoragem' Nor had wee power to 
Comand ye winds to serve us by whose contrariety wee were a longer 
time than is usual in getting up y° river Canada, wee might (had y° 
winds favored us) have dispatched y' way in three dayes w'='' was 
hardly done in three weekes. Had wee come up before Quebecke one 
fortnight nay but one week Sooner, wee are Satisfyed wee had carryed 
y'' place. By a late vessell from England wee are informed y' y° 
English Army before Limerick in Ireland was necessitated to return 
w*out taking y° Citty because of their coming there a few weeks or 
dayes later y" They should have done. This has bin o' very Case as 
to y° attempt upon Quebeck. 

3. Not y° Enimy but y* Almighty God himself did (for Wise & 
holy Ends wee are sure) frustrate o'^ design. His flng' is to bee seen in 
visiting ye Indians w* y" Small pox, & in disappointing our Expec- 
tations of y* land forces, w'"" caused y° whole design to miscarry. 
& Hee who holds y° winds in his fists retarded y^ motion of our fleet 
y' they could not arrive at Quebecke before y^ Cold weather was come 
on. It was y" Divine providence bro' Frontenack w* 3000 Souldiers 
to Quebeck just before o' fleet arrived there, the report of which was 
80 [24] Terrifying to a fainthearted Major the not to his Souldiers who 
wept because Hee would not permit them to fall on. The Holy God 
send diseases (a malignant feaver & y^ Small Pox) into o' army. And 
w" o' Souldiers y' were in health most Earnestly desiring it, wee had 
had resolves y° next day to make one attempt more on y° town y" Su- 
preme power w*^*" overrules all by a Tempest Scattered o' fleet & 
necessitated o' return, w'^'' things notw^standing, wee are satisfied w"* 
y° Clearnesse of o' call to this great & hazardous Enterprise, when 
y' Children of Israel lost 30 Men in y'^'' attacking & were discomfited, 
they were in the way of their duty, & afterwards God delivered y° Citty 
w"" y° Governor of it & all the Inhabitants into yeir hands, wn ye 
other tribes made warr upon Gibeab & y" Benjamites God called 
Them to that Warr, & at last made Them victorious, their Enimies 
being totally routed ; yet y'' were repulsed twice & y' proportionably 
wth far greater losses & disappointments than anything which wee have 
as yet cause to complain of. 

4 The reducing of Cannada is of great concernment not to New 
England only but to ye Crown & Kingdom of England, where y' 
once done trade wd bee encoraged & y" revenue of y° Crown aug- 
mented : For ye Beaver trade of Canada brings in hundreds of Thou- 
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sands to fFrance every year, w'^'' would all go to England if Canada 
were in English hands. & y" Newfoundland also, wd bee entirely in 
o' hands y* Fishery w' of as also of Canada & Nova Scotia is of great 
concernment as to trade, were y" English sole masters of these coun- 
tries English seamen to y° great advantage of y"^ Nation w^ bee In- 
creased & y° number of french mariners bee diminished. On y'^ other 
hand if Canada bee [25] let alone, New England & New York are like 
to bee overun by y^ French power : & Consequently all y'^ English 
America ; (the other plantations depending upon New England for 
Supplyes of Provision, y" lumber trade &c.) wd come under y'' French 
Crown : And New England being (as y'' y' have good Judgement iu 
affairs of y' nature affirmed) y° best place in y* world for building of 
Ships, y" French K : will soon build a mighty Navy there, to y" Dis- 
honor of England, & ye prejudice of all Europe. Some yt understand 
what y'' say very well, have asserted y' ye taking of Canada will bee 
worth more yn a million of money to England, & that it is of greater 
concernment yn all y'= Interest wee have in y° West Indies. 

The thing may yet Easily bee done. For y" New Englanders are 
not discouraged by one repulse. 

gr ^!-m pjiipg jg going for England on purpose to offer His Service 
to His Maj'>'' in this expedition a second time, only Some Assistance 
from England w* aiiiunition & men of warr is necessary, four Frigates 
wee presume will bee sufficient. There are men Enough in New Eng- 
land yt will offer y" selves as Volunteirs in this Service for yeir King, 
country, & nation, only They pray, & hope They may bee resetled in 
y° Enjoyment of y^'' Auntient Charter rights & priviledges wch were 
y" Sole inducement to Their ffathers, at their own proper costs & charge, 
to subdue a Wildernesse, & Inlarge y^ Dominions of y? Crown of Engl. 
Wee here give Entire credit to m' Mathers Letters, who has bin a 
long time Negotiating in o' behalfe. Hee wrote us above a year agoe, 
y' y^ King was gratiously pleased to Say to Him, y' wee should rest 
assured of it, y' o' Charter priviledges Should bee restored to us. you 
can not Imagine how this did animate His Maj*°^ good Subjects 
throughout this Colonic. [26] Nor has any y"^ in y"= World En- 
feebled ye hands of this people more than the Delay of this thing, 
which They have been So Long in a Longing Expectation of. 

S', It is no unreasonable thing which wee desire. But if our God 
Shall Encline y° heart of o' King William in whose Interests wee are, 
& w* whom wee have ventured our all ; to confirm unto us those Char- 
ter priviledges wch were graunted to o'' ffathers in y° Dayes of King 
Charles i. & which They & Wee Enjoyed till ye last year of y° reign 
of K : Charles 2''. his name will bee great to all posterity in these Ends 
of y° Earth, & y' are many thousands of Souls in y' wildernesse y' will 
every day blesse God & pray for His & y' Queens Long life and happye 
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reign & y' will not think their own Lives to dear to bee p'^* with in 
j" service of so good a King & Queen. 

Boston January 3 
1690 

It is interesting to note the fact that Cotton Mather used 
this anonymous journal in the preparation of his Life of Sir 
William Phips, which appears in the Magnalia (Book II. pp. 
35-75). In " Some Few Remarks, upon A Scandalous Book 
[by Robert Calef], against the Government and Ministry of 
New-England, . . . Composed and Published by several Per- 
sons belonging to the Flock of some of the Injured Pastors " 
(Boston, 1701), there is printed a letter from Cotton Mather, 
wherein he says : — 

The History was no sooner abroad, but in the Praeface to the Life 
of Mr. Bailey, I inserted such words as these ; That Malice it self may 
never hiss with the Least Colour of Reason any more, I do here declare ; 
let any man Living, Evince any one material mistake in any of my Com- 
posures, it shall have the most Pvhlick Recantation that can he desired 
[Magnalia, III. 224]. All men will say this offer was fair. Well, 
when mine (and Religions) Adversaries, had with a concocted malice, 
done all they could, they thought at last they had found one passage, 
wherein they might impeach my Veracity. I had said, That before 
Quehech, Sir William lay within Pistol- Shot of the Enemies Canon, and 
that his Ship was Shot through, in an Hundred places, & that it was 
Shot through, with Four and Twenty Pounders. (Tis a gross Hardship 
for any to take my meaning, as if all the Shot had been so.) And 
now they fall to Tragical Exclamations ; they think Pour and Twenty 
Pounders to be too small Dimensions, for the Clamours they must 
Batter me withal ? But, hold Robin, I am not so soon Shot through ; 
and the Statue as I told thee, has knock'd out thy Brains. I wrote no 
more than the very words, which I find in a Journal of the Expidition 
to Quebec ; and as any Genthman may see it if he will, so there is no 
Gentleman but what will count this my sufficient Excuse (pages 51, 52). 

In this letter from Cotton Mather, he gives no intimation as 
to the authorship of the anonymous journal ; but expressions 
in " Some Few Remarks, upon A Scandalous Book " and 
from the Magnalia are nearly identical, and they are the same 
in substance as appear in the paper here printed. Compare 
the extract here given from the Magnalia with page [21] of 
the anonymous paper ; and there are other instances of close 
resemblance in the language between the book and the 
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" Journal of the Expidition to Quebec." Presumably Increase 
Mather, for some time after his return to Boston, was in pos- 
session of both these papers, and during this period the son 
doubtless had access to the manuscript account sent to his 
father in London. 

On motion of the Hon. George F. Hoar, it was 

Voted, That the Council be requested to examine into the 
expediency of undertaking to obtain copies of papers in the 
English Public Records Office, the Rolls, and Somerset House, 
and to report upon the best manner of inaugurating a sys- 
tematic plan of so doing. 

Rev. Heney F. Jenks called attention to some errors in the 
commonly received version of the complaint of the Boston 
school boys, at the beginning of the Revolution, that their 
coasting-ground had been spoiled, and read from the printed 
Collections of the Society the contemporary account of the 
incident.! 

Mr. MoETON Dexter then exhibited a medal commemorat- 
ing the recent celebration of the bicentennial anniversary of 
Yale University, the gift of the University to this Society, and 
spoke in substance as follows : — 

I have supposed that whatever I might say to-day would be 
merely supplementary to some report by you, Mr. President, 
as the head of our delegation to the Yale Bicentennial, so 
that I have prepared no formal words. I was glad to see that, 
in addition to those of us who represented it officially, some 
six or seven members of this Society were present at Yale in 
one or another capacity, and that Dr. Rhodes and Professor 
J. B. Thayer were among the number honored with the degree 
of Doctor of Laws. I am sure that they all will agree with me 
that the occasion was most memorable and in some respects 
unique. 

Fortunately, especially as many of the exercises were held 
in the open air, the weather was perfect during the whole of 
the four days. Fortunately, also, the interest and co-opera- 
tion of the people of New Haven had made the city beautiful 
with tasteful decoration, and in the evening it was like fairy- 
land. The festoons of electric lights of different colors may 
1 See 6 Mass. Hist. Coll., vol. iv. pp. 77, 78. 
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have been surpassed in brilliancy by the illuminations of the 
recent Buffalo Exposition, of which glowing accounts have 
been given, but hardly can have been equalled anywhere else. 
Moreover, from beginning to end the long but successfully 
diversified programme was carried out, so far as I observed, 
without a delay or a blemish of any kind, and with contin- 
ually increasing enthusiasm. 

On the more serious occasions, those at which Presidents 
Northrop and Oilman, Professors Fisher and Welch, and Mr. 
Thacher made addresses, something of the history of the Uni- 
versity and of its relation to the progress of education at large 
was recounted. These addresses were specially illustrative of 
Yale's methods, spirit, and influence, but also were full of 
interest and value for the educational world as a whole. The 
meeting held for the formal reception of the representatives 
of other educational institutions or learned societies, and the 
commemoration service, when honorary degrees were con- 
ferred, also were noteworthy. 

Having had the honor of representing this Societj"^ at the 
observance of the four hundred and fiftieth anniversary of 
Glasgow University last June, I was interested in comparing 
the two somewhat similar celebrations, particularly in respect 
to the reception of delegates. The method followed at the 
Scotch university I described at our last meeting,^ and I will 
not repeat what I said then. At Yale, after President Hadley's 
address of welcome, congratulatory responses were made by 
representatives of the graduates of the University the city, the 
State, and the United States ; by Dr. James Williams, of Ox- 
ford, and Professor Martens, of St. Petersburg, representing 
foreign universities ; and by President Eliot, of Harvard, in 
behalf of the universities of our own country in the East, by 
President Harper, of Chicago, for those of the Interior and 
the West, and by President Dabney, of Tennessee, for those 
of the South. To me the American method appeared the 
more dignified and fitting, and especially commendable for its 
comparative brevity and freedom from tediousness. The plan 
adopted at Glasgow required nearly four hours. 

It was a pleasant feature of the Commemoration Service 
that the President of the United States — a loyal Harvard 
man, of course, yet in hearty sympathy with the spirit and 

1 Ante, p. 224. 
41 
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work of Yale — was able to be present, and that he was ac- 
companied by several present or recent members of the Cabi- 
net or of the United States Supreme Bench. Indeed, it would 
be hard to recall any gathering held hitherto in this country, 
or perhaps in any country, at which a larger number of men 
of wide fame has been assembled. 

I will confess, however, that to me personally some of what 
may be- called the more popular features of the celebration 
appealed with chief force. There have been larger torchlight 
processions, for instance, than that on the Monday night, but 
there can have been few more beautiful. And as one recog- 
nized man after man in the ranks, and appreciated who they 
were — many of them elderly, very many famous for their 
services in Church or State, and all inspired by the same en- 
thusiasm — the true meaning and value of the occasion were 
revealed almost startlingly. 

The same thing was true of the students' dramatic perform- 
ance on the next night. In that great amphitheatre which 
had been built in the campus were eight thousand seats, and, 
excepting the few offered to the guests, every one held a Yale 
man. Hundreds more men stood in the aisles, and other hun- 
dreds roamed about outside, unable even to enter the enclos- 
ure. As one listened to the cheers and songs — which often 
so completely drowned the band that one could only see it 
going through the motions of playing — and as one looked 
about and again realized to himself who and what the men 
were who had gathered there, he seemed to see for once the 
whole body of Yale men together and to comprehend, as never 
before, what a mighty force in the world a great university is. 
This impression was more striking than even that made by 
the spirited and effective pictures of historic events or scenes 
in the career of the college, although they were admirably 
selected and portrayed. Of course Harvard, when her turn 
comes again to hold a similar anniversary, can assemble a 
crowd as large, or even larger. So, possibly, can one or two 
other institutions. But that particular occasion, naturally, 
was peculiarly saturated with the most distinctive atmosphere 
and spirit of Yale, and to every Yale man that assembly was 
such a sight as I, certainly, never had seen before, and it had 
a significance which I do not suppose that any other gathering 
ever will have for me. 
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As was to be expected, the whole celebration, from the first 
hour to the last, was animated by the most sincere and intense 
enthusiasm for Yale, as would have been true in similar con- 
ditions at any other such institution. But even more striking 
than this was the impression, which I do not believe that any 
one can have failed to receive, of the unity and harmony of 
the great educational forces of our country, each having its 
own distinct individuality, but all working along often com- 
mon and always converging lines towards the accomplishment 
of the same high aims. So, also, was that of the tremendous 
power of the educated men of this and other lands ; and, in 
view of the evident weaknesses and faults of our age and of 
the pessimistic tone of some who write and speak about the 
future, it is inspiring to realize this, afresh and so vividly. 

Mr. Barrett Wendell said in effect that he desired to 
express the pleasure he had felt in attending, as a delegate of 
the society, the bi-centennial celebration at Yale. He had 
been deeply and stimulatingly impressed with the spontaneous 
simplicity of spirit which pervaded all the ceremonies, — not 
only the gravely formal ones, but also those of more convivial 
character. Harvard men usually meet the Yale spirit on occa- 
sions which arouse antagonism. To meet it thus cordially was 
to know, as could hardly be known otherwise, what an element 
of national strength must always spring from the unhesitating, 
unquestioning simplicity of heart which the temper of Yale 
so admirably preserves. He added a few descriptive details, 
touching particularly on certain humors of the occasion, con- 
sequent on the unfamiliarity of American university men 
with the elaborate schemes of academic costume lately adopted 
throughout the country. Many of the visitors were puzzled, 
for example, as to the purpose of the strings in their gowns, 
and as to whether their square caps were hats or head-dresses. 

Remarks were also made during the meeting by the Presi- 
dent and Messrs. Edward E. Hale, Edmund F. Slaftbr, 
T. W. Higginson, Morton Dexter, G. Stanley Hall, 
Albert B. Hart, and Charles C. Smith. 

A new serial of the Proceedings containing the record of 
the October meeting was ready for delivery at this meeting. 



